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HISTORY OF THE CAMPAIGN. 


1794. 


N the beginning of the laſt Campaign, the 
1 War aſſumed an aſpect extremely favourable 
to the cauſe of the Combined Powers. The United 
Provinces were protected from invaſion, the Au 
ſtrian Netherlands were recovered and maintained, 
and places of conſiderable importance were ac- 
quired on the Frontiers of France. The recapture 
of Mentz, and the ſubſequent ſucceſſes of the 
Allied Armies on the Rhine, proved highly bene- 
ficial to the common cauſe. Efforts, by no means 
feeble, were made by our Allies in the South of 
Europe. — The temporary poſſeſſion of the Town 
and Port of Toulon contributed to impede the 
operations of the enemy; and in the evacuation of 
that place, a blow, perhaps not ſo important and 
deciſive as was generally expected, was given to 
their Naval Power, by the gallant conduct of our 


forces by ſea and land. The French were driven 


B from 


62) 
from their poſſeſſions and fiſhery at Newfound- 
land, and valuable acquiſitions were made both in 
the Eaſt and Weſt Indies. But towards the end 
of the laſt year affairs began to take a different 
turn, and the further victorious progreſs of the 
Allies received a ſerious check, at the period, when 
all Europe were anxiouſly employed in the con 
fideration of what appeared to be the fate, that in- 
evitably awaited France. 


On the 21ft of January, his Majeſty went to. 
the Houſe of Peers, and informed the Parhament, 
that we were engaged in a conteſt, on the iſſue 
of which depended the maintenance of our Con- 
ſtitution, Laws, and Religion, and the ſecurity of 
all Civil Society. His Majeſty, after having enu- 
merated the advantages which had been obtained 
by the Allied Powers ſince the commencement of 
the war, proceeded to allude to the circumſtances 
by which the further progreſs of the Allies had 
been impeded. The Speech ftated, that our enc- 
mies had derived the means of temporary exertion 
from a ſyſtem, which had enabled them to diſpoſe 
_ arbitrarily of the lives and property of a nume- 
rous people, and which openly violated every 
reſtraint of juſtice, humanity, and religion That 
theſe efforts, productive as they neceſſarily had 


been 


v1 


been of internal diſcontent and confuſion, had 
alſo tended rapidly to exhauſt the national and real 
ſtrength of France—That although his Majeſty 
could not but regret the neceſſary continuance of 
the war, he ſhould ill conſult the eſſential Intereſts 
of his People, if he were deſirous of peace on any 
grounds, but ſuch as would provide for their 
permanent ſafety, and for the independence and 
ſecurity of Europe That the attainment of theſe 
ends was ſtill obſtructed by the prevalence of a 
ſyſtem in France, equally incompatible with the 
happineſs of the country, and with the tranquil- 
lity of all other nations That under this im- 
preſſion, his Majeſty thought proper to make a 
declaration of the views and principles by which 
he was guided That he had ordered a Copy of 
this Declaration to be laid before the Parliament, 
together with Copies of ſeveral Conventions and 
Treaties with different Powers, by which they 
would perceive how large a part of Europe was 
united in a cauſe of ſuch general concern That 
the Parliament would, in all their deliberations, 
undoubtedly bear in mind the true grounds and 
origin of the war That an attack was made on us, 
and on our Allies, founded on principles which 
tended to deſtroy all Property, to ſubvert the Laws 
and Religion of every Civilized Nation; and to 
B 2 introduce 


6 


introduce univerſally that wild and deſtructive 
ſyſtem of Rapine, Anarchy, and Impiety, the ef- 
fects of which, as they had already been manifeſted 
in France, furniſhed a dreadful but uſeful leſſon 
to the preſent age, and to poſterity—That it 
only remained for us to continue to perſevere in 
our united exertions, for that their diſcontinuance 
or relaxation could hardly procure even a ſhort 
interval of deluſive repoſe, and could never ter- 
minate in ſecurity or peace — That impreſſed with 
the neceſſity of defending all that was moſt dear to 
us, and relying, as we might, with confidence, on 
the Valour and Reſources of the Nation, on the 
Combined Efforts of ſo large a part of Europe, 
and, above all, on the inconteſtable Juſtice of our 
Cauſe; it became us to render our conduct a 
contraſt to that of our enemies, and, by culti- 
vating and practiſing the principles of Humanity, 
and the duties of Religion, to endeavour to merit 
the continuance of the Divine Favour and Pro- 
tection, which had been ſo eminently experienced 
by theſe kingdoms. 


This avowed reſolution of vigorouſly proſe- 
cuting the war, was ſupported by the friends of 
Miniſters on the following grounds: That it was 


impoſſible for us, in the preſent poſture of affairs, 
to 
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to deſpair of ſucceſs, or to propoſe to make peace 
with men, who could not, were they ever ſo well 
diſpoſed, guarantee indemnity for the paſt, and 
ſecurity for the future—That any relaxation of 
our united exertions, far from procuring even a 
ſhort interval of repoſe, could only have a ten- 
dency to ſtrengthen and encourage the enemy, 
already elated with ſucceſs, and could never be 
inſtrumental in concluding any laſting ſecurity or 
peace That the new mode of riſing in a maſs in 
France was certainly ſufficient to give alarm, but 
could not furniſh any cauſe for deſpondency, be- 
cauſe 1t could not be frequently repeated, and 
would at length defeat its own purpoſe—That the 
reſources of France for carrying on the war were 
quite exhauſted—That her immenſe quantity of pa- 
per, which had hitherto been iſſued with ſucceſs, had 
then no real property to ſupport its ſinking credit. 
That her Commerce was completely annihilated, 
and her Manufactures ruined—That the people 
had become the profeſſed enemies of all Law, 
Order, and Religion.---Nay, that they had become 


Hates humant generis. 


— That it was a mockery, a farce, to think of treat- 
ing with thoſe men, who, after having uſurped 


the regal power, and erected the bloody and ter- 
rific 
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rific Guillotine to ſupport their tottering authority, 
had themſelves been ſwept from exiſtence That 
it would ill become the dignity of a great people, 
ſo high in the ſcale of Nations, to compromiſe 
their honour, to barter their character, for an 
inſecure and diſhonourable Peace - That to tem- 
porize, in the leaſt degree, amounted to a violation 


of all Treaties, and a diſgraceful infraction of 


the moſt ſolemn engagements—And that nego- 
ciation was wholly impracticable with a people, 
who made it a part of their conſtitutional laws, 


that any man who treated with us was guilty of a 


capital crime, and was doomed to ſuffer capital 


- puniſhment. 


On the part of thoſe who oppoſed the proſecu- 


tion of the War it was urged, that the object of 


the war was undefined That the grounds of our 
commencing hoſtilities had been to ſecure Hol- 
land, and our own internal tranquillity; and that 
ſince theſe objects had been attained, our ends 
had been fully accompliſhed—That the principle 
of the war was unjuſt, and the proſecution of it 
deſtructive and calamitous—That in place of act- 
ing upon the defenſive, in order to the ſecurity of 
our Allies, we were contending ſolely for the re- 
eftabliſhment of ants in France—That the 

preſent 
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preſent war was not, as it had been ſaid, novel in 
its principle, but was perfectly ſimilar in its nature 
to the American war; the object of which was to 
combat Republican Principles, and to prevent 
the eftabliſhment of a Republican Government— 
That we ſhould bear in mind, that we had been 
compelled to ſend Commiſſioners to acknowledge, 
that England, in the very hour of her inſolence 
and pride, had given occafton for that unfortu- 
nate war, which had ſwept away part of the 
glory, and more of the territory of Great Britain, 
with forty thouſand lives, and an hundred millions 
of treaſure; and that if we ſuffered ourſelves to 
be ſo fatally deluded with ſo melancholy an ex- 
ample before our eyes, the inevitable conſequence 
would be, that England would again be reduced 
to the diſgraceful dilemma of making the ſame - 
humiliating confeſſion. 


It was alſo contended, that independent of the 
principles on which hoftilities were commenced, 
the manner in which they had been carried on was 
open to ſevere animadverfion—That we ought 
either not to have gone to war at all, or conducted 
it with a vigour and capacity ſuited to the means 
put in our power—That our revenues were ex- 


hauſted, to furniſh Subſidies to the Continental 
States. 
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States with which we were connected That our 
Navy, our natural ſtrength, was neglected, and our 
Trade left to the protection of chance—That the 
- expeditions that had been projected were ſhame - 
fully inefficient for the purpoſes intended - That 
the whole coaſt of America, from Savannah to the 
Gulf of St. Lawrence, was left without any pro- 
tection whatever That our Channel Fleet, in- 
ſtead of having performed any effectual ſervice 
againſt the enemy, was laid up in port when our 
Weſt-India Fleet was at ſea, expoſed to the attack 
of the whole Breſt Squadron—That there ſeemed 
to be- an inconſiſtency in the views of the Allied 
Courts and his Majeſty's Miniſters ; inaſmuch as 
the former deſired to reſtore an arbitrary Govern- 
ment to France, while the latter profeſſed, that 
their ſole deſign was the eſtabliſhment of a limited 
Monarchy—That it was not ſurprizing that the 
enemy ſhould be guilty of acts of atrocity, and 
unjuſtifiable violence, ſince they were baited, like 
ſavages, by every power in Europe—That we 
had carried our ſyſtem of fraternization full as far 
as the French had done in any one inſtance, with- 
out the ſame excuſes in our fayour—That our 
treatment of Genoa was, 1n every reſpect, as vio- 
lent and as unauthorized as that of the enemy upon 
any occaſion — That we told that Republic, that 

we 
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we were better judges of their true intereſts than 
they were themſelves; and that although they 
might think it wiſe to obſerve a ſtrict Neutrality, 
yet we thought 1t proper that they ſhould enter 
into the war, and that if they refuſed compliance, 
their walls ſhould be battered about their ears. 


It was contended, that if we were to carry on 
the war till we had eſtabliſhed a Government in 
France, with whom it would exactly ſuit us to 
treat, the proſpect before us was moſt miſerable 


indeed, becauſe we were engaged in a conteſt, the 
object of which was to exterminate a Nation in- 


finitely ſuperior to ourſelves And, laſtly, it was 
urged, that the firſt opportunity of offering terms 
of peace ſhould be taken; and that no objection 
ſhould be ſtarted in forming the preliminaries, to 
the form and nature of the exiſting Government 
of France. Such were the opinions entertained 
in this country concerning the conteſt in which 
we are engaged. 


During the beginning of the preſent year, the 


moſt ative preparations were made by the Allied 


Powers towards proſecuting the war; while the 


French, on the other hand, though diſtracted by 
factions, were not idle on their part. They me- 


C naced 
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of Auſtrians which had put themſelves in mo- 
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naced ſeveral points at the ſame time; and had 


made themſelves maſters not only of a part of Bri- 
tanny, but had appeared before Angers, which 
was declared to be in a ſtate of ſiege. The in- 
clemency of winter by no means ſuſpended the 
war of the interior, nor allowed much repoſe to 
the frontier troops; for different actions took 
place, not only in Alſace, but in the North, be- 
tween the advanced poſts of the Allied Powers 
and the troops of the Convention, with various 
ſucceſs. The Royaliſts, after many unſucceſsful 
efforts, were conſtrained, for the convenience of 
ſubſiſtence, to detach themſelves into ſmall par- 
ties, by which means they were eaſily defeated and 
diſperſed by the Republican army. 


Towards the latter end of January, the French 


eſtabliſhed ſeveral redoubts in the environs of 


Maroilles, the fire of which confiderably annoyed 
the advanced poſts of the Allies. A diviſion of 
the Combined Army paſſed the Sambre and at- 
tacked theſe redoubts, carried them, killed a great 
number of the enemy, and took about five hun- 
dred priſoners. About the ſame time a corps of 
Heſſians moved towards Courtray, and another 
diviſion towards Orchies. The different columns 


tion, 


1 
tion, and advanced into the enemy's territory, 
moſtly returned to their cantonments, except ſome 
detachments of light troops, who continued in the 
environs of Bouchain and Landrecy. 


Although the rigour of the ſeaſon had now 
obliged the Combined Powers to ſuſpend for a 
moment their hoſtile projects, yet the Republi- 
cans, inſpired as it were with indefatigable ardour, 
and a determination to ſurmount every obſtacle, 
proſecuted their deſign of penetrating into Weſt 
Flanders. They made daily incurſions into the 
villages contiguous to Furnes and Ypres, whence 
they carried off all that fell into their hands. They 
alſo continued to collect in force in the environs 
of Steenvoerde and Dunkirk. 


The troops cantoned in Picardy received ex- 
preſs orders from the Commiſſioners from the Con- 
vention to march with all poſſible expedition to 
Liſle, Douay, and Arras. In the mean time the 
Generals of the Combined Powers did not remain 
totally inactive. The garriſons of Nieuport and 
Furnes received freſh reinforcements, and the 
Britiſh troops that were quartered at Oudenarde 
marched to Menin. On the fide of the Ardennes 
and Luxembourg, that part of the frontier having 

C2 nothing 


— 


—Bꝛ —— := :: „ —— — REN 


Lan 3 


nothing further to fear from the enemy, who 


withdrew almoſt their whole force from that quar- 
ter to ſend it to the armies of the Rhine and Mo- 
zelle, a corps of Auſtrian troops, conſiſting of 
infantry and cavalry, and a great deal of artillery, 
were detached to defend the Electorate of 'Treves. 
— Conſiderable reinforcements conſtantly arrived 
from * and S 


On the 2oth of January the French, to the 
amount of goo infantry and 100 cavalry, moved for- 
wards from Waterloo, and attacked the poſt of Ael- 
becke, which at firſt was obliged to retire; but the 
Auſtrian out-poſts having immediately aſſembled, 
they attacked the enemy in flank, and drove them 
completely back to Waterloo. The enemy's loſs 
was twenty- one men killed, and one ſeverely 
wounded and taken priſoner. The Auſtrians had 
only one man killed, and one wounded. 


On the Upper Rhine, the Auſtrians finding 
that Fort Louis was no longer tenable, abandoned 
it, and blew up the works. Shortly after, Fort 
Alſace, the bridge, and all the buildings in the 
town, ſhared the ſame fate. -In the Pyrenees, the 
arms of Spain advanced with ſucceſs to the gates 
of Perpignan. 

During 


( 48-3 

During theſe events, Pichegru, the General of 
the French army on the Rhine, was appointed to 
ſuperſede General Jourdan, as Commander in 
Chief of the army of the North ; and his Serene 
Highneſs the Duke of Brunſwick was ſucceeded 
in the command of the Pruſſian army by Field- 
Marſhal Mollendorf. | 


On Friday the 7th of February, his Royal High- 
neſs the Duke of York arrived from the Continent, 
in order to concert meaſures with Miniſters con- 
cerning the plan of operations to be purſued the en- 
ſuing Campaign. About the ſame time, the Prince 
of Cobourg, General Clairfait, his Royal High- 
neſs Prince Adolphus, and Colonel Mack, held a 
Council of War at Bruſſels, to deliberate upon the 
future operations that ſhould be adopted. Theſe 
ſteps were taken in conſequence of great movements 
having been lately obſerved among the enemy ; 
and may alſo, in ſome degree, be attributed to the 
information of an officer of the firſt requiſition, 
who deſerted the enemy, and betrayed their plan; 
which was to penetrate with a very ſtrong column 
through the country of Namur and the diſtrict of 
Liege, and to attack with a ſecond column, much 
ſtronger than the firſt, the Auſtrian cantonments 
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abont Tournay, and to blockade Conde, Le Queſ- 
noy, and Valenciennes. 


In a few days after this Council of War, Colo- 
ne] Mack came to this country to communicate 
the reſult ; and it was then confidently ſtated, that 
the principal conduct of the Campaign would be 
entruſted to that officer, whoſe military life juſtly 
entitled him to a ſhare in the management of the 
moſt arduous enterprize. The following ſhort 


account of the Colonel, will, we hope, be accept- 
able to our readers. 


Colonel Mack is a native of Wurzburg, and 
fon of a tradeſman of that place. He began his 
military career as a common Huflar in an Auſtrian 
regiment ; but his uncommon talents for military 
drawing, his unwearied application to this art, and 
his extraordinary ſkill in laying down plans, ſoon 
raiſed him from obſcurity, and introduced him to 
the notice of Marſhal Laudohn. This General 
employed him on different occaſions, and attached 
him to the Staff of the army under the character 
of a Geographic Engineer. 


His diſtinguiſhed conduct at the affair of Liſſa 
fill more ingratiated him with that great com- 
mander. 
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mander. Field Marſhal Laudohn had made all 
his diſpoſitions for croſſing the Danube, and at- 
tacking that place. Mr. Mack, who had formed 
the plan of paſſing the river, as well as that of the 
attack, went the night before to the Marſhal, to 
receive his laſt orders; when this General informed 
him, that he had juſt received intelligence of the 
Turks having been reinforced at Liſſa by a corps 
of 30,000 men, and that, of courſe, he had given 
up his project of an attack; as, after having paſſed 
the river, in caſe of meeting with any diſaſter, he 
ſhould be at a loſs how to effect his retreat. Mr. 
Mack did not credit the report of the reinforce- 
ment, but could not prevail on the Marſhal to ex- 
ecute his intended attack. 'The Colonel left the 


General, croſſed the Danube in a boat, accompa- 


nied by one ſingle Hulan, ſtole into the place, 
got certain information of the ſuppoſed reinforce- 
ment not having arrived, took a Turkiſh officer 
priſoner in the ſuburb, recroſſed the Danube, and 
at four o'clock in the morning informed the Mar- 
ſhal of his expedition. On this report the Auſtrian 
army paſſed the river, and took Liffa, the whole 
garriſon of which place, conſiſting of 6,000 men, 
were made priſoners of war. 


In 


( ws ) 


In the preſent war Colonel Mack, ſtill attached 
to the Staff, has much contributed to the ſucceſſes 
obtained at the beginning of the Campaign, eſpe- 
cially at the attack and capture of the camp of 
Famars, for which he made all the neceſſary diſ- 
poſitions. In this affair he received a wound, the 
cure of which obliged him to repair to Bruſſels. 
He expected to be made Quarter-Maſter-General 
of Prince Cobourg's army, but this place having 
fallen to the ſhare of Prince Hohenlohe, his wound 
afforded him a pretext to retire to Vienna. Called 
there to the conferences held with reſpect to the plan 
of operations for the enſuing Campaign, he cauſed 
a ſyſtem to be adopted totally different from that 
which had been purſued in the preceding Cam- 
paign. This he laid at Bruſſels before the com- 
manding Generals of the Confederate Troops, who 
gave it their fulleſt approbation. 


On the 7th of February a bloody conteſt took 
place at Lyons, between the troops of the Line 
and the ſoldiers of the Revolutionary army. Many 
were killed and wounded on both ſides. The 
Lyoneſe women were the cauſe of this conteſt. 
On the ſame day the French penetrated as far as 
Oggerſheim, which they left the ſame night. Some 
ſkirmiſhes alſo took place on the 7th, between 
Liſle 


1 
Liſle and Tournay, where the Republicans, owing | 


to their ſuperiority of numbers, repulſed the out- 
poſts of the Allies. 


At Liſle the moſt formidable preparations con- 
tinued to be made by the Republicans. The 
provinces of French Flanders, Artois, and Picardy, 
reſembled an immenſe camp; and the army of the 
North received a reinforcement of one corps of 
15,000 men from the army of the Mozelle,— of 
another corps of 20,000 men from the army of 
of La Vendee,—and of 20,000 young men of the 
firſt requiſition. 


On the 8th, gth, roth, and 11th of February, 
ſmart ſkirmiſhes took place in the neighbourhood 
of Orchies, Manheim, and Oggerſheim. 


About this period great preparations were made 
in Sardinia for a third Campaign. Six thouſand 
Neapolitans, and 15,000 Germans, were to be 
ſtationed in Piedmont ; and two great camps were 
to be formed, — the one near Alexandria, and the 
other on the frontiers of Genoa, 


The King of Pruſſia came to a reſolution of aug- 
menting his army on the Rhine to 80,000 men, 
D provided, 


= 
provided, that every Germanic Prince would fur- 
niſh immediately the contingent that was ſtipu- 
lated by the Diet. —This ſtipulation was, that the 
Empire ſhould maintain the Pruſſian army, and fur- 
niſh it daily with 80,000 rations of bread, and 
24,000 rations of hay and oats ;—and that, ſhould 
the Germanic Empire refuſe to accede to theſe 
propoſitions, his Pruſſian Majeſty would withdraw 
all his forces on the Rhine, except thoſe troops 


which he was obliged to furniſh by way of contin- 


gent as a Germanic Prince. However extraor- 
dinary this ſtipulation might appear, it was, not- 
withſtanding, 1n a great meaſure complied with. 


From the 11th to the 16th of February, no- 
thing of importance occurred upon the Continent. 
Strong redoubts were raifed from Odernheim 
through Hahnheim and Niederolm, as far as In- 
gelheim, and all along the river Selz. Large 
magazines of proviſions continued to be tranſported 
to Valenciennes, where the Prince of Saxe Co- 
bourg intended to fix his head-quarters, which 
were juſt removed from Mons to Pettignies. 


During the 175th and 18th of February, the 
French retired from the neighbourhood of Man- 


heim. They abandoned their entrenchments at 
Pirmaſens, 


( 19 ) 
Pirmaſens, and evacuated Deux-Ponts. Shortly 
after, the Auſtrians made themſelves maſters of 
the poſt of St. Vendal, and the Pruſſians advanced 
into the dutchy of Deux-Ponts. 


On the 19th, the Prince of Cobourg arrived at 
Valenciennes, where he fixed his head-quarters. 


On the 20th, the Prince of Waldeck left the 
army of General Brown, who ſucceeded General 
Wurmſer in the command of the Imperial army, 
to go to Italy, to take upon him the command of 
the Allied army in Piedmont, as age and infir- 
mity neceſſitated the retirement of General De- 
vins. Great were the expectations that were 
formed of the military {kill of Count Brown De 
Camus, General of Artillery, who is deſcended 
from a moſt ancient family in North Britain. He 
was born in 1744, at Riga, where his father, a 
Ruſſian Field Marſhal, and Governor of that pro- 
vince, is ftill living. His mother is a ſiſter of the 
Auſtrian Field Marſhal Laſcy. The Count be- 
came, ſome years ago, heir to an immenſe eſtate; 
and, notwithſtanding the ſplendor of fortune and 
wealth, the moſt refined politeneſs, good-nature, 
and hoſpitality, conſtitute the prominent features 
of his character. His activity, and penetrating 

D2 knowledge 
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knowledge of tactics, won him the eſteem of the 


Imperial court, and the whole army. He is con- 
verſant in ſeveral languages: his outward appear- 
ance inſpires confidence and reſpect, and his in- 
tercourſe affords every pleaſure and ſatisfaction 
which can be derived from a man univerſally ac- 
compliſhed. 


Skirmiſhes now occurred daily between the ad- 
vanced poſts, and the Campaign appeared to be 
upon the eve of commencing. The Prince of 
Hohenlohe, the commander of the left wing of 
the Allied army, made a movement towards the 
banks of the Sambre. The French continued to 


fortify Maubeuge, and the entrenched camp of 


Rouſies; they alſo opened the ſluices to lay part 
of the ground between that fortreſs and the river 
Sambre under water. The commandant of Douay, 
though 1t be difficult to approach that place, be- 
cauſe it is ſituate among marſhes, finding that the 
number of the Auſtrians increaſed daily in thoſe 
environs, pierced a dyke to encompaſs that place 
alſo with water, 


The French army of the Rhine was divided 
into three detached corps. That on the left wing 
had its head-quarters at Neuſtadt; the ſecond 

fixed 
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fixed its head-quarters at Schiffeiſtadt, on the little 
river Rehbach; and the third, with Michaud the 
commander in chief, covered the Rhine about 
Spires and Germerſheim. On the other ſide the 
Rhine, the garriſon of Manheim was compoſed of 
12,000 men. 


The interval from the 2oth to the 27th of Fe- 
bruary, was occupied by the ſeveral armies in 
making preparations to commence immediate hoſ- 
tilities. From the general aſpect of affairs ſome- 
thing of moment might be hourly expected. The 
Britiſh forces were aſſembled in the environs of 
Wewelgham, with a large train of artillery. The 
French muſtered alſo in great force at Comines 
and Werwick, and appeared to menace a ſudden 
attack. The Britiſh head- quarters were fixed at 
Harlbeck, near Courtray; the York Rangers were 
ſtationed at Wewelgham; while the Auſtrians 
marched towards Tournay, in order to attack 
Maubeuge. 


On the 28th of February, the French ſurprized 

a poſt of twelve Britiſh Hulans at Werwick, who 
were moſt of them emigrants, and maſlacred every 
one of them. A few hours after, a Heſſian detach- 
ment fell upon a body of Republicans, cut a 
. great 
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great number of them in pieces, and forced the 
reſt to make a precipitate retreat. 


At this period La Vendee exhibited a moſt 
lamentable picture to aſtoniſhed Europe. The 
unfortunate Royaliſts, after various efforts to make 
head, were, at laſt, overcome by the Republican 
troops. A military commiſſion was immediately 
appointed. This tribunal was employed day and 
night in trying and condemning unhappy victims. 
Between four and five hundred of them fell every 
day, being either ſhot or drowned. It is an un- 
doubted fact, that 4,050 of thoſe miſerable Re- 
bels, as they were denominated, were thrown into 
a ſingle pit 


Auſtria being determined to diſplay her great 
ſtrength this Campaign, reſolved to ſend a re- 
inforcement of at leaſt 31,000 men, to join the 
armies in the field. To that intent a Manifeſto 
was publiſhed, and delivered by the Auſtrian 
Envoy at the Diet of Ratiſbon, on the part of the 
Emperor, to demand the ſenſe of the Germanic 
States reſpecting the neceſſity of arming all the 
inhabitants on the frontiers of Germany, and 
furniſhing a triple contingent on the part of 
the ſaid States —The:purport of this Manifeſto 


was, 
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was, that all Europe was acquainted with the ma- 
nifold and juſt grounds which had compelled the 
Germanic Empire, united under its Supreme 
Chief, to declare a general war, for the mainte- 
nance of the moſt binding Covenants, and the 
moſt ſacred Treaties ;—for the preſervation of 
{ſocial order, from a wild, deſtructive, and moſt 
anarchic Tyranny, falſely called Freedom; — for 
the defence of an acknowledged Religion from 
peſtilential Atheiſm ;—for the ſupport of the Con- 
ſtitution of the Empire againſt an arbitrary, hor- . 
rible, and univerſal Revolutionary -Power ;—for 
keeping up the Imperial honour ;—for the protec- 
tion and future ſecurity of the Imperial privileges, 
and the frontiers ;—and for obtaining a ſuitable 
and entire ſatisfaction againſt the common enemy 
of all public order—againft the moſt wanton diſ- 
turbers of all the beneficent ties of ſocial happi- 
neſs, and the moſt cruel deſpots and violaters of 
the moſt ſacred ri ghts of mankind——That 
equally well known were the different ſplendid 
victories from the firſt day of the opening of the 
laſt Campaign, which were gained, blow upon 
blow, by the almoſt incredible bravery of the 
German troops on the Rhine, the Ruhr, the 
Maas, the Mayn, and the Mozelle, and which were 
happily followed by the deliverance of the United 

| 15 Netherlands, 
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Netherlands, invaded in the moſt lawleſs manner; 


by the emancipation of many other German 
diſtricts and important countries, from the ſway 


of falſe French liberty ;—and by the capture of 


Conde, the re-capture of the city and important 
fortreſs of Mentz, and the taking of Valenciennes 
and Queſnoy. But that this Campaign, ſo 
glorious for battles, ſieges, and conqueſts, could 
not bring back the French to a more equitable 
and more juſt ſenſe of reaſon, principle, and 
action towards the Germanic nation, offended 
to the higheſt degree That that faction, 
hoſtile to the human race, which ſtyled itſelf 
the National Convention of France, ſtrength- 
ened daily her power of reſiſtance by the moſt 
terrible means, - by numberleſs arbitrary confiſ- 
cations, by the plundering of the Churches and 
the Rich, (having already ſeized the property of 
the Clergy, Nobility, and Crown, ) —and by the 
moſt deſperate meaſure of a general requiſition 
of all fighting men, ſupported by that moſt terrific 
inſtrument, the Guillotine — That the violent 


decrees, compelling the people to riſe in a maſs, 
had given additional force and ſtrength to the 
numerous hoſtile armies now in the field, ſo that 
they ſucceeded at laſt, after renovated, daily, and 
moſt violent attacks, notwithſtanding the ſteadieſt 

countenance 
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countenance and moſt gallant reſiſtance on the 
part of the German warriors, to retake, by their 
bravery, a part of the conqueſts—a loſs which in 
all probability would not have enſued, if the 
contingents of the Empire had been properly ſent. 
That this general requiſition of all the fighting 
men effected a great ſuperiority, and changed en- 
tirely the ſyſtem of military tactics, increaſed the 
dangers and difficulties of this coercive war, and 
ſeemed, in ſome meaſure, to neceſſitate the riſing 
in a maſs of the inhabitants of the .Frontiers of 
the Netherlands, Anterior Auſtria, Briſgau, and 
other places, in order to procure ſafety to the 
property of the loyal ſubjects of the Empire, 
againſt the ravages branded with the wildeſt ex- 
ceſſes—againſt the moſt horrible devaſtation, oc- 
cafioned by an enemy driven to deſpair by the 
miſery which reigned in their own country, and 
emboldened by their recent ſucceſſes. 


This Manifeſto had the deſired effect, and a 
very conſiderable body of the people — 
flew to arms. 


In conſequence of a report which was at this period 
induſtriouſly ſpread abroad, that the King of Pruſ- 


fia's concurrence in the general cauſe was not to be 
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relied on, and that he would take the firſt oppor- 
tunity of retiring from the confederacy againſt 
France, when he could promote his private views of 
intereſt and ambition ; a Declaration was made by 
his Pruſſian Majeſty, and delivered to the States of 
the Germanic Circles aſſembled at Frankfort, in di- 
rect contradiction of ſuch inſinuations. The tenor 
of this Declaration was, That his Majeſty the King 
of Pruſſia could not but hear with the higheſt diſ- 
pleaſure, that deſigns were imputed to him of 


ſecularizing Biſhoprics and Capters, and of ap- 
propriating to himſelf certain Cities of the Em- 


pire, in order to indemnify himſelf for the im- 
menſe expences which he had been put to for near 
two years, to earry on the war againſt the French, 
and to defend againſt them the Germanic Empire, 
and his illuſtrious Allies That his Majeſty being 
confident that his deſigns were pure, would have 
paſſed in filence over ſuch rumours, and would 
have contented himſelf with the conviction that 
they would find no belief on the part of the well- 
diſpoſed States of the Empire ; but that to give 
an overplus of ſatisfaction, and to confound the 
malevolent, who invented ſimilar ſtories purpoſely, 
and, perhaps, with a deſign to excite diſtruſt, 
Baron Hochſtetter had orders formally to declare, 
that while his Majeſty made war upon the 

French, 
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French, he had never any views but the defence 
of the Germanic Empire, and the maintenance 
of the conſtitution—That it never was his Ma- 
jeſty's defign to make conqueſts for himſelf; and 
that if conqueſts were made from France, the 
the Empire would have its ſhare—That he never 
conceived the moſt remote idea of indemnifying 
himſelf at the expence of the Empire, whoſe 
conſtitution had always been ſacred to him, and 
for whoſe maintenance he had already made ſo 
many ſacrifices That his Miniſter, Baron Hoch- 
ſtetter, was empowered finally to declare, that 
his Majeſty would never deviate from thoſe inten- 
tions in future, and that he would be always ready 
to ſecure and guarantee to the Germanic Empire 
its territory and conſtitution, and to the States in 
particular, both Spiritual and Temporal, their 
rights and poſſeſſions; in a word, the inviolable 
maintenance of the whole Germanic body, pro- 
vided that the Empire, and, above all, thoſe Six 
Circles which were moſt expoſed to danger, would 
co-operate as much as the conſtitution and pa- 
triotiſm required of them. 


The Anterior Circles, and principally the Elec- 
tor of Bavaria and the Duke of Wurtemburg, 


then refuſed his demand. 
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On the iſt of March, an alarm was given to 
the whole Britiſh army in the neighbourhood of 
Courtray. An advanced poſt of Britiſn, conſiſt- 
ing of eight men, was carried off. A party of 
the 16th Light Dragoons dafhed into the midſt of 
the enemy, and reſcued the priſoners. The 
French proceeded to Werwick, and demoliſhed 
the ſteeples, from whence the works that they 
had conſtructed at Lincelles could be ſeen. 


At Tournay the greateſt exertions were made to 
put that town in the beſt ſtate of defence.— 
General Clairfait diſtributed medals to the ſol- 
diers who diſtinguiſhed themſelves during the laſt 
Campaign. 


On the 5th of March, his Royal Highnefs the 
Duke of York arrived on the Continent, to take 
the command of the Britiſh army. 


In the interval between the rſt and gth of 
March, no event of importance took place be- 
tween the Allied and Republican troops. On the 
morning of the gth, one hundred of the York 
Rangers, fifteen hundred Emigrants, and four 
ſquadrons of Heſſian and Hanoverian cavalry, 
nds through Menin, and advanced to Holbein, 

Roncq, 
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Roncq, and Bouſbecque, of which they made 
themſelves maſters without oppoſition, as the 


French retired with precipitation upon the advance 
of theſe troops, 


Juſt now the French aſſembled in conſiderable 
force in the vicinity of Thionville, and appeared 
to menace predatory excurſions upon the frontiers 
of the province of Luxembourg. To provide 
againſt an attack, ſeveral corps of Auſtrians were 
detached to reinforce the army of General Beau- 
lieu, which had advanced. 


On the night of the gth of March, a large body 
of French cavalry preſented themſelves before 
Rheingenheim, and forced the Auſtrian advanced 
poſts, which they made priſoners; but, owing to 
the activity and bravery of the Auſtrians, they 
were diſappointed of their principal object that 
of pillage; for they were obliged to retire with 
many waggons empty, which they had brought 
with them. 


On the 1oth, the garriſon of Bouchain made a 
vigorous ſortie upon the advanced poſts of the 
Allies. On this occafion a very warm action took 


place, which terminated in favour of the enemy. 
| In 


+ 
In the night of the ſame day the Republicans 
returned in conſiderable force, and attempted to 
ſurprize the poſts of Mundenheim, Oggerſheim, 
and Frieſenheim. The poſt of Oggerſheim was near 


being ſurrounded, and had ſeveral men killed and 
wounded. The reſt, with the ſoldiers in the two 


other poſts, took ſhelter under the fort of the 
Rhine. The French purſued them under the can- 
non of the fort; but, after ſtanding a few ihots, [ 
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| | they thought proper to retire. | 
it an | 
4 . 
I, A corps of the enemy advanced on the 11th to 
1 the environs of Orchies, but they were received N 
1 . # SE... 

i[f with ſuch ſpirit, that they made a precipit 

710 retreat. 

1 

ql On the 13th, the park of Britiſh artillery was 

| | moved to Courtray, where the Britiſh Guards 

1 were then ſtationed. 

| | 
0 | . * 

ll! On the morning of the 14th, a reconnoitring 

il party of the York Rangers and Emigrants at- 
1 tacked the village of Bouſbecque, and drove the 
14 . . 
þ ! French from their ſtation, after having killed an 

k | officer and three of their cavalry.—Skirmiſhes, as 

| might be expected, now frequently took place be- 

I tween the patroles of the Combined Powers and the 

| . / 
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advanced poſts of the enemy, both on the Northern 


frontier, and on the Rhine; but the execution of 
any grand operation was ſtill delayed, on account 
of the bad ſtate of the roads and the country, oc- 
caſioned by the rains which, at this period, ſo 
copiouſly fell. The enemy were buſily employed 
in making vaſt preparations for beginning the at- 
tack, which, on the part of the Allies, was prin- 
cipally deferred till the arrival of their reinforce- 
ments could enable them to commence offenſive 
operations with a probability of ſucceſs. 


On the 17th of March, his Royal Highneſs the 
Duke of York and General Count Clairfait pro- 
ceeded to Valenciennes, where they held a Council 
of War with the Prince of Saxe Cobourg, and on 
the 19th returned to their reſpective head- 
quarters. 


On the 2oth, the French concentrated the major 
part of their forces in the environs of Cambray 
and St. Quentin. They evacuated the camp of 
Mons en Pevele, and the important poſt of Pont 
a Marque, between Orchies and Douay, and left 
the Allies maſters of the flat country, as far as the 
glacis of Liſle and Douay. In conſequence of 
this, the centre of the Auſtrian army, under the 

Prince 
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( 32 ) | 
Prince of Saxe Cobourg, made a movement, and 


extended their chain of cantonments between 
Bouchain and Landrecies. 


In maritime Flanders the French alſo colleted 
in great force, eſpecially at Dunkirk and Caſſel.— 
On the 21ſt, a corps of between three and four 
hundred Republicans appeared between Sivry and 
Grandrieux, for the purpoſe of plundering the 
neighbourhood ; but a detachment of one hun- 
dred Auſtrian Huſſars having advanced in purſuit 
of them, the Republicans, notwithſtanding their 
ſuperiority in point of number, fled with ſuch 
precipitation as to leave ſeveral of their men be- 
hind, who were made priſoners. 


The Prince of Orange, on the ſame day having 
reſolved to ſeize the woods ſituated between Haſter 
and Hermeton, and before Goſchene, Omezee, 
Wandezee, and Hempteries, near Philippeville, 
to attract the notice of the enemy on the left bank 
of the river Maeſe, by a reconnoitring party 
which his Serene Highneſs diſpatched towards 
Givet, General Rouſſe, in the Dutch ſervice, and 
Major Lakenau, of the regiment of the Emperor, 
received orders to advance for that purpoſe upon 
the heights of Fornelen and Felix-Pret, while 

General 
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General Baron de Rieſe was commanded to bear 
towards Maiſnie, St. Blaiſe, and Blaimont. The 
Hereditary Prince and Lieutenant-General Count 
Latour were enabled thereby to reconnoitre Givet; 
and while the garriſon of that place was alarmed 
at theſe movements, the combined Auſtrian and 
Dutch troops advanced in the woods which it had 
been reſolved to feize. This operation, which in 
a manner cut off all communication between Givet 
and Philippeville, was conducted with the greateft 
fucceſs. Only one light horſeman of the regi- 
ment of the Emperor was wounded, and one horſe 
of the Dutch Huſſars killed; the enemy had five 
men killed, and ſeveral wounded, 


On the 23d, his Royal Highneſs the Duke of 
York removed his head-quarters to St. Amand, 
within three leagues of Valenciennes. On the 
ſame day the garriſon of Maubeuge made a. 
vigorous ſortie, and, after ſuſtaining ſome loſs, 
was repulſed, 


About this period the political hemiſphere of 
Auſtria was conſiderably overcaſt, in conſequence 
of the following letter, which was ſent by the King 
of Pruſſia to the Prince of Saxe Cobourg ; 


F © am 
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& am eager to inform you, that, in conſe- 
165 quence of the negotiations which have hitherto 
in been carried on, it is my intention to give orders 
to my Field-Marſhal Moellendorf to leave behind 
a corps of 20,000 men, under the command of 
Lieutenant-General Kalkreuth, to withdraw with 
Mk the reſt of the army from the environs of Mentz, 
1 


and to march towards Cologne. I requeſt you, 
1 for that purpoſe, to take the neceſſary meaſures, 
bil that the retreat of the moſt conſiderable part of 
i my troops do not turn out advantageous to the 
enemy, but that rather the fortreſs of Mentz, 
and the Empire in general, remain covered againſt 
hoſtile invaſion It being in other reſpects neceſ- 
ſary to make arrangements to preſerve to the 
troops who put themſelves on their march the 
neceſſary proviſions on the road to Cologne, their 
departure will not follow ſo rapidly, and thoſe 
troops ſhall not file off at once, but by diviſions. 
I hope at the ſame time that you will have the | 
goodneſs fo take ſuch meaſures, that when Field- 

Marſhal Moellendorf ſhall have finiſhed his pre- 

parations, and when, by virtue of the orders 

received, he ſhall have informed you of the days 

on which the troops ſhall depart, the execution of | 


this reſolution do not ſuffer any obſtacle. 
[ (Signed) WILLIAM FREDERICK.” 
# This 
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This Declaration occaſioned the greateſt con- 
ſternation in the Empire, as all the countries bor- 
dering on the Rhine would be expoſed to the 
incurfions and ravages of the French. From all 
quarters the moſt urgent ſupplications were ad- 
dreſſed to the King of Pruſſia, to entreat him to 
alter his reſolution in this reſpe&t, The Spiritual 
Princes, the Elector Palatine, the Circle of Sua- 
bia, and the Landgrave of Heſſe Caſſel, intimated 
their reſolution of ſending Deputies to Frankfort. 
The conduct of his Pruſſian Majeſty on this 
occaſion has been ſeverely animadverted on ; but 
as events have fince turned out, it is apparent, that 
his Majeſty was influenced by motives other than 
the mere maintenance of his troops while they acted 
upon the Rhine, 


On the 25th of March, the French made their 
appearance in Weſt Flanders, particularly along 
the Downs . but they almoſt immediately retreated 
again. The Auſtrians were conſtantly employed 
in that quarter. The trees which might favour the 
approach of the enemy, were felled all around 
Menin, to the diſtance of a league. The French 
alſo appeared in the dutchy of Bouillon, where 
they entered the church of the Auguſtine Monks, 
and interrupted a prieſt who was performing divine 
F 2 ſervice. 
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ſervice. One of the Republicans being particu- 
larly moved by the ſpirit, aſcended the pulpit, and 
delivered a very violent ſermon, which, however, 
did not make much impreſſion upon the auditory, 
as they were, at that particular conjuncture, more 
concerned about temporal than ſpiritual matters. 
The French then proceeded to plunder the neigh- 
bourhood, and ſack the church. After having 
poſſeſſed themſelves of every thing they could find, 
they burnt in the ſquare the image of Chriſt, and 
ſeveral holy relics. 


Nothing of a ſerious nature now occurred be- 
tween the hoſtile armies till the à9th of March; 
when the French, in very conſiderable force, at- 
tacked the Auſtrian out-poſts ſtationed at Cauteau, 
and Beauvais and Soleſmes, two adjoining villa- 
ges, which are fituated in the vicinity of Lan- 
drecy. The poſts, as might be expected, were 
carried by the Republicans; but ſome Auſtrian 
cavalry, with that promptitude and gallantry which 
diſtinguiſh the Auſtrians in the preſent war, 


moved forward in ſupport of the advanced par- 


ties, and charged the enemy with great impetu- 
oſity. The fortune of the day was now com- 
pletely reverſed. The French were ſeized with a 
panic, and fled with the utmoſt precipitation. 

So 


© 


So great was the conſternation of the enemy, that 
above ſixty of their dragoons diſmounted, and 
fled into the neighbouring woods, where they 
were made priſoners. The enemy left behind 
them five pieces of cannon. In this action the 
French left four hundred men dead upon the 
field, while the loſs of the Auſtrians amounted to 
one hundred and twenty men, in killed and 
wounded.—This affair, by much the moſt con- 
fiderable which occurred for many months, may 


Juftly be conſidered as the commencement of the 
Campaign. 


The theatre of war was now all buſtle, and 
nothing was to be heard but the diſmal note of 
preparation. Some great and deciſive blow was 
every moment expected to be ſtruck. 


On the firſt of April, 2,000 men were em- 
barked at Blackwall, to reinforce the army un- 
der his Royal Highneſs the Duke of York.— 
Owing to very heavy rains that now fell for four 
ſucceſſive days, all hoſtile operations were ſuſ- 
pended, 


On the 5th of April, the French having di- 


yided into two columns of 300 men, horſe and 
foot, 


1 
foot, advanced between Werwick and Boſbeck, 
and attacked a poſt ſtationed in the wood, conſiſt- 


ing of 50 York Rangers and 13 Britiſh Hulans, 
under the command of Captain Nehomer. The 


1 
i 
» 
: : : 
: 
4 1 
4* 1 
1 - 
I; i 
10 9 Ll 
iT 
C 
: i: 
32] 
, 
1 7 
. 
, . 
} 
b - 
7 17 
1 
* 115 , 
4 
5 
17 
1 
8 T7 
, 'T 
FD 
11 
1 
1 
n 
9 
1:3 
* 
N 
Tos 5 
© 
+ WW 
*4 
15 
, - 
G T) 
. 
1 
* 
0 $7 44 
+ 
7 
ky - 
"FL 


* 
a” 
4 

NN. 


. 
1 
93 


i Captain ſeeing himſelf attacked by ſo ſuperior a 
1 force, took an advantageous poſition. He then 
5 gave orders to his Rangers to let the enemy ad- 

1118 vance, to make only one diſcharge, and then ruſh 
15 upon them with the fixed bayonet. This ma- 
ii 


| 
| 
| 
i 
| 
\ 


| nœuvre being well ſeconded by the Hulans, had 
lt the beſt ſucceſs; the French being repulſed, leav- 
"i ing thirty-ſix men killed on the field of battle, 
| and carrying off a great number of wounded. 
Twenty of the enemy were made priſoners. On 
8 our part, we had only two York Rangers killed, 
and one wounded; one Hulan wounded ; and twa 
horſes killed, and one wounded, 
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The enemy, on the 8th of April, having ſuc- 
ceeded in ſurprizing the Heſſian poſts at Ten- 
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had made. Our loſs was one man killed, and one 


officer and ſeven men wounded. Three officers, 
and 


8 a 

} breuil, between Werwick and Ypres, got behind 

if the Hanoverian piquets, and cut them off. Suc- 

1 g 5 : 

[7 cour, however, having arrived from Menin, the 

4 enemy were driven back, and forced to re- croſs | 
14 the Lys, and to deftroy the bridge which they | 
| 


4 p TIDY 
n 


( 39 ) y 


and one hundred and forty-three of the enemy 
were taken priſoners. 


The gth of April was diſtinguiſhed by the ar- 
rival of the Emperor in the city of Bruſſels, in 
order to be inaugurated perſonally as Duke of 
Brabant. This ftep was taken evidently with a 
view to give to the nation the moſt ſolemn aſſu- 
rances of his Majeſty's invariable intention of pre- 
ſerving their rights, and maintaining their privi- 
leges. The Emperor arrived in the city about 
five o'clock in the afternoon, and the States, in a 
body, preſented the keys to his Majeſty at the 
gate of Louvain, on which the following inſcrip- 
tion was read: 


© CASAR ADEST FREMENT GALLI.“ 


— Children dreſſed in white ſcarfs, repreſenting his 
people, drew the coach flowly forward. Some 
detachments of cavalry preceded and followed, at 
a certain diſtance. His Majeſty had no other 
guard but the love of his people, who were quite 
enraptured with the happineſs of ſeeing their au- 
guſt ſovereign. The proceſſion repaired to the 
church of St. Gudula, where the Te Deum was 
chaunted. His Majeſty pallcd afterwards through 

a part 
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2 part of the city, amidſt immenſe crouds, who 
thronged on his paſſage, rending the air with the 
cries of Vive Þ Empereur! Vive le Roi! The 
weather having been rainy in the morning, cleared 
up all on a ſudden when the Emperor arrived, 
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|} which furniſhed a Profeſſor with an opportunity 
if of compoſing the following verſes : n 

1 N 

Uk: © FRAN CISCO SECUNDO CASARI SEMPER AU- 
i GUSTO. — BRUXELLES ADVENIENTI v. IDUS 
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10 | 
* * Mane pluit, ſummus diſpergens nubila, lucem | 
| 5 6 Sol aperit; rutillo dum nitat axe dies. 

[i © Quod Sol in ccelis, noſtris hoc Czefar in oris 
. * Effigit. Indigentam quis neget eſſe Deum.“ 
0 In conſequence of the repeated predatory ex- 
1 curſions made by the enemy in Menin and its 
5 vicinity, the States of Flanders at laſt reſolved to 
| . fortify it completely, On the roth of April, above 
1 7,000 men were employed on the works, under 
4 the direction of able engineers, both French and 
| Auſtrian.— On the ſame day the Duke of York 
advanced hisarmy from St. Amand to Valenciennes, 
in order to ſupport the Prince of Saxe Cobourg in 
. his meditated attack upon Landrecy. 
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On the 11th, the Britiſh brigade marched into 
Maing from Frith, to which place they proceeded 
the day before from Brillon and Hannon. The 
weather was now exceſſively bad, and the country 
was all under water, notwithſtanding which, the 
Britiſh troops were very healthy. 


The morning the brigade left Brillon, a moſt 
awful but indiſpenſable and ſalutary ſcene was ex- 
hibited. Two men of the 14th regiment were 
executed in the preſence of the whole brigade. 
Theſe inhuman wretches had gone, on the night 
of the gth of April, into a farm-houſe, robBed 
the poor people, and not content with the plunder 
they obtained, ſhot the woman of the houſe dead 
upon the ſpot, and wounded a child only three 
months old mortally. Every body, even the men 
of the regiment, joined in endeavouring to diſ- 
cover the perſons that had committed ſo horrid a 
deed. The perpetrators were ſoon diſcovered, 
and the circumſtances appeared fo plain againſt 
them, that they did not attempt to deny it. They 
died very penitent, and addreſſed their comrades 
to take warning by their very diſgraceful and un- 
timely end.— This may juſtly be confidered as an 
example of the juſtice, decorum, and ſubordina- 
tion obſerved in the Britith army. 
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About this period, the French Convention 
formed a project of obliging all perſons reſident 
in France to draw all their money placed in foreign 
funds into the country, in order the more effec- 
tually to relieve ſome embarraſſments under 
which France then particularly laboured. But 
this project was fruſtrated in Great Britain by a 
Bill which was brought into the Houſe of Com- 
mons and paſſed, for more effectually preſerving 
money or effects in the hands of his Majeſty's 
ſubjects, belonging to or diſpoſable by perſons 
reſident in France, for the benefit of the indi- 
vickual owners thereof. | 


From this conduct in the French Convention, 
it was concluded, that the whole reſources of the 
enemy were exhauſted ;—that the ruling faction 
were about to fall victims to their own temerity ; 
that the armies muſt neceſſarily be diſbanded for 


want of pay, and that France would become an 


eaſy conqueſt, to the Combined Powers.—That 
paſt events have completely refuted theſe conclu- 
ſions, it is unneceſſary to ſtate, The ſum is, 
France acted with greater vigour than ever. 


On the 12th of April, the hoſtile' armies ad- 
vanced in force within fix miles of each other, ſo 


that 


( 43, ) 
that ſomething important was momentarily ex- 
pected to take place. 


His Imperial Majeſty arrived at Valenciennes 
on the 14th of April, where his Majeſty was re- 
ceived with every demonſtration of loyalty and 
love. The whole town was illuminated, and re- 
ſounded with the acclamations of Long live the 
Emperor” —** Long live Francis the Second, our 
dearly beloved Sovereign.”—lt was his Majeſty's 
intention to have reviewed the army on the fol- 
lowing day, but, owing to the badneſs of the 
weather, was prevented. However, on the 16th, 
according to the plan propoſed, the Auſtrian, 
Britiſh, and Dutch armies afſembled on the 
heights above Cateau, in order to be reviewed by 
the Emperor; after which the Auſtrian and Bri- 
tiſh armies paſſed the Selles, andencamped in front 
of the town, while the Dutch formed their camp 
immediately in its rear. 


On the 14th, at nine o'clock in the morning, 
the three armies moved forwards in eight columns. 
The firſt column, compoſed of Auſtrian and 
Dutch troops, under the command of Prince 
Chriſtian of Heſſe Darmſtadt, advanced upon the 


village of Catillou, which was forced after ſome 
G 2 refiſtance, 
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reſiſtance, in which the enemy loſt four pieces of 
cannon, and from thence proceeded acroſs the 
Sambre, and took a poſition at Favril, between 
the Sambre and the Petite Helpe, ſo as to inveſt 
Landrecies on that ſide.— The ſecond column, 
commanded by Lieutenant-General Alvintze, and 
conſiſting of the reſerve of the Auſtrian army, 
moved forwards upon Mazinguer; and having 
forced the enemy's entrenchment at that place, 
as well as at Oiſy, proceeded to Nouvion, and 
took poſſeſſion of the whole wood called the Foreſt 
of Nouvion.—The third column, which conſiſted 
of the main body of the Auſtrian army, and with 
which his Imperial Majeſty and the Prince of 
Cobourg went themſelves, proceeded along the 
high road leading from Cateau to Guiſe, and, af- 
ter carrying the two villages of Ribouville and of 
Waſligny, where the enemy were ſtrongly en- 
trenched, detached the advanced guard forwards, 
which took poſſeſſion of the heights called the 
Grand and Petit Blocus.—The fourth and fifth 
columns were formed of the army under the com- 
mand of his Royal Highneſs the Duke of York, 
Of the firſt of theſe his Royal Highneſs took the 
direction, having Lieutenant-General Otto under 
him: Lieutenant-General Sir William Erſkine 
commanded the other column. His Royal High- 

neſsꝰs 
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neſs's column was intended to attack the redoubts 
and village of Vaux, as well as to render itſelf 
maſter, if poſſible, of the wood called Bois de 
Bohain, which the enemy had ftrongly en- 
trenched.—In conſequence of the very great de- 
files and ravines which obſtructed their march, 
this column was not able to arrive at the point of 
attack till one o'clock in the afternoon. 


As ſoon as the cavalry of the advanced guard 
appeared upon the heights, the enemy began a 
very ſevere connonade, from the effects of which, 
although very near, they however were enabled 
in a great meaſure to cover themſelves, by the 
natural inequalities of the ground. His Royal 
Highneſs having examined the enemy's poſition, 
and finding it very ſtrong, he determined to en- 
deavour to turn it by their right, and for that 
purpoſe ordered the whole of the column to move 
forwards, under the cover of the high ground, 
leaving only a ſufficient number of cavalry upon 
the heights to occupy the enemy's attention. 
Strong batteries were likewiſe formed, which kept 
up a ſevere fire, and protected the movements 
very conſiderably, 
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As ſoon as the troops had gained ſufficiently the 
enemy's flank, the advanced guard, under the 
command of Major-General Abercromby, was 
directed to begin the attack; and two compa- 
nies of the light corps of Odonnel, ſupported by 
the two grenadier companies of the firſt regi- 


ment of Guards, under the command of Colonel 


Stanhope, ſtormed and took the Star redoubt, 
above the village of Vaux; while the three bat- 
talions of Auſtrian Grenadiers, led on by Major- 
General Petraih, attacked the wood, and made 
themſelves maſters of the works which the enemy 
had conſtructed for its defence. The enemy's 
fire at firſt was very ſevere, but when the troops 
approached they began to retreat on all ſides, and 
were ſoon put to flight. 


His Royal Highneſs immediately detached a 
part of the cavalry, conſiſting of Huſſars and 
one ſquadron of the 16th regiment of Light 


Dragoons, commanded by Major Lippert of the 


former corps, round the woods to the right, who 
completely ſucceeded in cutting them off, took 
four pieces of cannon and one howitzer, with a 
conſiderable loſs of men on the part of the ene- 
my; whilſt the cavalry of the advanced guard 


on the left, under the command of Colonel 
| Devay, 


( @ } 


Devay, of the regiment of the Arch Duke Ferdi- 
nand's Huſſars, purſued them through the wood, 
and drove them into the village of Boham, which 
they evacuated immediately. 


Sir William Erſkine was equally ſucceſsful with 
the column under his command, which was in- 
tended, by the villages of Marets and Premont, to 
turn the wood of Bohain, in order to facilitate 
the attack which was to be made by the column 
under the command of his Royal Highneſs the 
Duke of York. 


Sir William met with no reſiſtance till he ar- 
rived at the village of Premont, where he found 
the enemy ſtrongly poſted; he immediately formed 
his line, and, having detached the brigade of 
Britiſh infantry and the Auſtrian regiment of 
Cuiraſſiers of Zetchwitz, with four ſquadrons of 
Britiſh Light Dragoons, under the command 
of Lieutenant-General Harcourt, in order to turn 
the poſition, he attacked 1t in front with three 
battalions of the regiment of Kaunitz, ſupported 
by a well-directed fire of the Auſtrian and Britiſh 
artillery of the reſerve, under the command of 
Lieutenant-Colonel Congreve, and ſucceeded 
completely in driving the enemy from the re- 

doubts, 
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doubts, where he took two pieces of cannon, and 
a pair of colours. He thence proceeded to turn the 
wood with a part of the corps, leaving the reſt 
upon the poſition at Premont. 


The fixth, ſeventh, and eighth columns were 
intended to- obſerve the enemy on the fide of 
Cambray. The firſt of theſe, compoſed of Au- 
ſtrians, and commanded. by Major-General Count 
Haddick, puſhed forwards as far as the village of 
Crevecoeur, and detached ſome light troops acroſs 
the Scheldt, without meeting with any reſiſtance. 


The ſeventh column, conſiſting of Auſtrians 
and Dutch, under the Hereditary Prince of Orange, 
moved forwards upon the high road leading from 
Cateau to Cambray, and advanced beyond Beau- 
vois; while the eighth column, compoſed chiefly 
of Dutch troops, commanded by Major-General 
Geyſau, covered the Hereditary Prince of Orange's 
right flank, and moved forwards in front of St. 
Hilaire. | 


Neither of theſe laſt columns were in the leaſt 
engaged till the morning of the 18th, when the 
enemy attacked the Prince of Orange's advanced 
guard, who repulſed them with eaſe. 

The 
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The fignal ſucceſs which attended theſe exten- 
five and complicated operations, determined his 
Imperial Majefty to begin immediately the fiege 
of Landrecies; and therefore the Hereditary 
Prince of Orange, under whoſe direction the fiege 
was to be conducted, moved on the evening of 
the 18th the greater part of his camp from Beau- 
vois, and took a poſition fo as to complete the in- 
veſtiture of that fortreſs. In the mean time, his 
Imperial Majeſty, with the Grand Army, covered 
the operations of the ſiege on the fide of Guiſe, 
while the army under his Royal Highnefs the Duke 
of York, performed the ſame ſervice on the fide 
towards Cambray. 


What contributed greatly to the general ſatiſ- 
faction, upon this occaſion, was, the inconfider- 
able loſs which the Combined Powers had ſuf- 
tained, whilſt that of the enemy had been very 
great. 'The Britiſh, in particular, were peculiarly 
fortunate. 'The Hon. Captain Carleton, of the 
Royals, a young gentleman of promiſing merit, was 
the only officer killed—nor had any officer been 
wounded. Of privates, there were but three 
killed, and fix wounded. The enemy loſt in 
theſe various attacks upwards of thirty pieces of 


- cannon, of which nine were taken by the column 
| | H under 


e 
under the command of his Royal Highneſs the 


Duke of York, beſides two which were taken by 
Lieutenant-General Sir William Erſkine. 


The late Captain Carleton was the ſon of 
Lord Dorcheſter. 'This unfortunate young man 
received a ſhot in the arm, which alſo broke ſome 
of his ribs. At that inſtant his horſe reared upon 
his hind legs, and flung him to the ground, from 
whence he never after roſe. It appeared that his 
neck was broke by the fall. 


The heat of this action fell upon the left 
column, which was commanded by General Clair- 
fait, where a Major of the Hanoverians, and an- 
other officer, were killed, and a General officer 
wounded. About one hundred of the French 
were made priſoners.—In the different attacks of 
the 17th, the loſs of the enemy amounted to 


3,000 men. 


Nothing material occurred on the 18th ; but on 
Saturday the 19th, the enemy made an attack 
upon Abſcon, which they carried. They alſo 
ſucceeded in getting poſſeſſion of a redoubt in 
front of Denaing. The Auſtrian , Lieutenant- 
General Wurmb, who commanded in that quarter, 

= immediately 
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immediately attacked them, and drove them from 
Abſcon, with confiderable loſs. The Heſſian 
Dragoons de Corps behaved on this occaſion with 
diſtinguiſhed bravery. They, however, ſuffered 
conſiderably, having loſt five officers, and ſeventy 
men killed and wounded. 


On the Sunday morning following, the Here- 
ditary Prince of Orange made a general attack 
upon the poſts which the enemy ſtill occupied in 
the front of Landrecies, and ſucceeded in getting 
poſſeſſion of them all, and in taking by ſtorm 
their intrenched camp, and a very ſtrong redoubt 
which they had thrown op at the village of Elogues, 
within fix hundred yards of the place. The He- 
reditary Prince took advantage of this redoubt to 
cover the left flank of the trenches, which were 
opened the ſame evening. 


On the 21ſt, the enemy attacked two detach- 
ments of the Prince of Cobourg's army at Grand 
Blocus and Nouvain, that were commanded by 
Major-General Bellegarde and Lieutenant-Gene- 
ral Alvintzy. The Duke of York, on being in- 
formed of the attack, marched immediately with 
five battalions of Auſtrians, and Major-General 
Sir Robert Laurie's brigade of Britiſh cavalry, to 
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( 52 ) | 
ſupport the former. The Duke did not, how- 
ever, arrive till the affair was over; General 
Bellegarde having repulſed the enemy with great 
flaughter, and having taken four pieces of cannon 
and one howitzer. | 


As the enemy appeared in great force on Gene- 
ral Alvintzy's front, the Prince of Cobourg did 
not think it proper to ſupport a poſt which was of 
no importance to him, and which was, at any 
rate, to be abandoned that night: General Al- 
vintzy was, therefore, ordered to retire to his po- 
fition in the line, which he did in great order, 
and with very inconſtder-ble loſs, although ex- 
poſed to the enemy's cannonade. 


In the courſe of the fame day, the enemy made 
a deſperate effort to throw 2,000 men into Lan- 
drecy. By the ſpirit and vigilance of the Allies, 
this intended reinforcement to the garrifon was 
intercepted, and an action enſued, in which the 
enemy had, out of the a, ooo, fix hundred men 
killed upon the ſpot, and their plan was entirely 
defeated. 


— 


mn this attempt of the French to ſuecour the 


— of Landrecy in the face of ſuch an im- 
| menſe 
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menſe army as that of the Allies, it was reafon- 
ably concluded, that the garriſon was in itſelf 
weak, and that it could not hold out long. 


The army of obſervation, that was commanded 
by the Emperor and the Prince of Saxe Cobourg, 
had, at this period, fixed their head-quarters at 
Guiſe, four miles beyond Landrecy, on the French 
ſide; while the army under the command of the 
Duke of York, was ſtationed at Cateau, which 1s 
ſituated in the ſouth-weſt quarter of Landrecy. 
Thus was this garriſon entirely cut off from all 
communication with the interior of France. 


In conſequence of a requeſt from the Prince of 
Cobourg, the Duke of York ſent a detachment of 
cavalry on the 24th, to reconnoitre the enemy, 
who were reported to have aſſembled at the Camp 
de Cœſar, near Cambray. This patrole, with which 
General Otto went himſelf, found the enemy in 
great force, and ſo ſtrongly poſted at the village 
of Villers en Cauchie, that he ſent back for a re- 
inforcement, which was immediately detached : 
it conſiſted of two ſquadrons of the Zetchwitz 
Cuiraſſiers, Major-General Manſel's brigade of 
heavy cavalry, and the 11th regiment of Light 
Dragoons. As they could not arrive till it was 

: dark, 
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dark, General Otto was obliged to delay the at- 
tack till the next morning, when it took place 
ſoon after day-break. The general ordered two 
{ſquadrons of Huflars, and two ſquadrons of the 
15th regiment of Light Dragoons, to charge the 
enemy, which they did with the greateſt ſucceſs ; 
and finding a line of infantry in the rear of the 
. cavalry, they continued the charge without hefi- 
tation, and broke them likewiſe. Had theſe 
ſquadrons been properly ſupported, the entire 
deſtruction of the enemy muſt have been the con- 
ſequence ; but, by ſome miſtake, General Manſel's 
brigade did not arrive in time for that purpoſe. 
The enemy were, however, completely driven 
back, and obliged to retreat in great confuſion 
into Cambray, with the loſs of 1,200 men killed in 
the field, and three pieces of cannon. The gal- 
lantry diſplayed by theſe troops, but particularly 
by the 15th regiment of Light Dragoons, did them 
the higheſt honour; and, conſidering the danger 
of their ſituation, when left without ſupport, the 
loſs they experienced was inconſiderable. The 
only officer wounded was Captain Aylett, of the 
15th regiment, who had the misfortune to be 
ſeverely wounded by a bayonet in the body. In 
this action there were ſixty men killed, and about 
twenty wounded, 
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Affairs appeared now to be coming faſt to a cri- 
fis, and a ſucceſſion of deſperate engagements was 
the only thing to be expected. On the 26th, the 
French reſolved to make a general attack upon the 
whole frontier from Treves to the ſea. For that 
purpoſe, a corps, which confifted of 28,000 men, 
and 79 pieces of cannon, marched out of Cam- 
bray the preceding night at twelve o'clock, and 
a ſmaller force moved forwards by the way of 
Premont and Marets. The enemy formed their 
line at day-break in the morning, and, under 
favour of a fog, advanced to. the attack of the 
villages in front of the camp of his Royal High- 
neſs the Duke of York, which being occupied 
by light troops only, they poſſeſſed themſelves of 
without much reſiſtance; and, adyancing, formed 
their attack upon the village of Troiſville, into 
which they had actually entered, but were diſ- 
lodged again by the well-directed fire of grape- 
ſhot, from two Britiſh fix-pounders, under the 
command of Lieutenant-Colonel Congreve. Their 
movements being now plainly ſeen, and their left 
appearing unprotected, the Duke of York deter- 
mined to detach the cavalry of the right wing, 
conſiſting of the Auſtrian Cuiraſſier regiment of 
Zetchwitz, of the Blues, 1ſt, 3d, and 5th Dra- 
goon Guards, and Royals, under the command 


of 


LP 7 
of Lieutenant-General Otto, and to turn them on 
that flank; whilſt, by a ſevere cannonade from the 
front of the troops under his Royal Highnefs, it 
was endeavoured to divert their attention from 
this movement. Some light troops likewiſe were 
directed to turn, if poſſible, their right flank ; 
but having received a very ſevere fire from a wood 
which they imprudently approached too near, they 
were obliged to retire, They, however, imme- 
diately rallied, and, after driving the enemy back, 
took from them two pieces of cannon.—General 
Otto completely ſucceeded in his movements. The 


enemy were attacked in their front and rear; and, 


although they at firſt attempted to reſiſt, they 
were foon thrown into confuſion, and the flaugh- 
ter was immenſe. Twenty-two pieces of cannon, 
and a great quantity of ammunition, were taken 
from the French. Lieutenant-General Chapuy, 
who commanded this corps of Republicans, with 
three hundred and fifty officers and privates, were 
made priſoners. 


While this was paſſing on the right, the left 
wing of his Royal Highneſs the Duke of York's 
army was equally ſucceſsful, The cavalry of this 
wing having moved forwards to obſerve the ene- 
my's column, which was advancing from Prẽmont 

and 
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and Marets, the jth and 11th regiments of Light 
Dragoons, with two ſquadrons of Arch-Duke Fer- 
dinand's Huſſars, under the command of Major 
Stephanitz, attacked their advanced guard with ſo 
much ſpirit and impetuoſity, as to defeat them com- 
pletely. Twelve hundred men were left dead on 
this part of the field; ten pieces of cannon, and 
eleven tumbrils filled with ammunition, were 
taken. Major-General Manſel and Lieutenant 
Fellows, together with 150 men, fell in this en- 
gagement.— The enemy, in three columns, at- 
tacked likewiſe the army under his Imperial 
Majeſty. They were, however, repulſed with con- 
ſiderable loſs, and driven back under the cannon 
of Guiſe. 


But the enemy were more ſucceſsful in another 
quarter. Having collected to the number of 
15, ooo men, they attacked the Hanoverian camp 
at Moucron, and forced them to retire to Tour- 
nay. The piquet on Mount Hallwin having ob- 
ſerved a column of 1,000 men, with ſome can- 
non, fell back on their approach. The advanced 
poſts from Menin having been adviſed that the 
enemy were advancing in great force, retired alſo 
to that place, where they were no ſooner arrived, 
than they received immediate orders to march to 

155 I Wewelgham, 


18.28, 
Wewelgham, and ſecure the bridge of boats for 
the retreat of ſome of the 14th Hanoverian regi- 
ment, that were ftationed at L'/Eau, on the other 
fide of the Lys. This detachment had arrived 
juſt in time to ſave ſome, and, in ſome degree, 
to take up the bridge ; but the enemy's column 
advancing rapidly on it, and the numbers of the 
Allies being fo few, they were obliged to retire to 
the redoubts on the road, between that place and 
Courtray, after leaving behind them fifteen killed, 
and ſeveral wounded.—The fituation of this little 
party, which conſiſted only of 200 men, without 
even one piece of cannon, (General Hammerſtein 
having ordered them to leave their artillerymen 
and field-pieces at Menin, where cannon was 
much wanted), when occupied 1n turning up the 
planks of the bridge, expoſed to the fire of three 
field-pieces and 700 muſquetry, was truly diſ- 
treſſing. They, however, retired into Courtray, 
where there were ſcarcely any men, and but little 
artillery, and divided themſelves at the two gates 
(the Liſle and Tournay) that had already been at- 
tacked. But the enemy, owing to the ſuperiority 
of number, entered by ſtorm at the Tournay gate, 
and daſhed inſtantly into the heart of the town, 
before the men that were poſted at the Liſle gate 


could _=_ up to render their aſſiſtance. But here, 
however, 
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- however, they were prevented from advancing, 
by the gallant behaviour of an officer of the 14th 
Hanoverian regiment, with a few men, charging 
them, General de Boſch at their head, who had 
his horſe killed under him. During this, the 
light artillery eſcaped out of the Ghent gate, ere 
the cavalry had reached it; but the reſt of the 
troops were not ſo fortunate, ſeveral of them be- 
ing taken priſoners. —The enemy purſued their 
advantages as far as Harlebeck, the light Hano- 
verian artillery firing on them from time to time. 


About the period that Menin, after a very 
vigorous reſiſtance, fell into the hands of the 
enemy, the fortreſs of Landrecy was ſummoned 
to-ſurrender by the Hereditary Prince of Orange, 
— The ſummons was to the following effect: 


The fire of our batteries apprizes you what 
you have to expect. The firing of yeſterday, and 
that at the chaunting of the Je Deum, which you 
heard this morning, has announced to you the 
long and fruitleſs efforts of the army which came 
to your relief, and our victory: that army has been 
completely defeated. From what we know at the 
preſent moment, it has loſt 32 pieces of cannon, 
10,000 men killed or wounded, and 1,500 pri- 
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ſoners, among whom is the Commandant of Cam- 
bray : it is ſtill purſued on all fides. You have 
abſolutely no relief to expect. You are ſum- 
moned immediately to ſurrender the town of 
Landrecy to the victorious arms of his Majeſty 
the Emperor : only from humanity, and to ſave 
ſo many unfortunate victims, we ſtoop to offer you 
this day an honourable capitulation. This mo- 
ment once gone, you have no further terms to ex- 
pet. You are perſonally reſponſible for the fatal 
conſequences of a refuſal.—The alternative is ter- 
rible. Decide for yourſelf this very hour. 


(Signed) GEORGE FREDERICK, 
Hereditary Prince of Orange, 
In the Camp before Lan- Commanding General of the 
drecy, April 27, 1794. Combined Imperial and Dutch 
Army.“ 


Upon which the Garriſon returned the follow- 
ing anſwer: 


* General—lf the pretended victory of which 
you flatter yourſelf 1s true, it can only be an en- 
couragement to us to follow, and to experience 
the hazards of war. We always ſolely relied on 
our arms—Republicans who have ſworn to con- 
quer or to die, will never be perjured: we will all 
at this moment take the oath to be buried under 

Our 
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our ramparts, or to vanquiſh. This is our Capi- 
tulation. Deliberated in Council of War, in the 
preſence of all the Civil and Military Authorities, on 
the 8th of Floreal, in the ſecond year of the French 
Republic, one, indiviſible, and imperiſhable. 


(Signed) THE STAFF OF THE GARRISON.” 


In three days after, the town offered to capitu- 
late, and requeſted a ſuſpenſion of arms for forty- 
eight hours to arrange the articles; but this was 
abſolutely refuſed, and they were allowed only 
half an hour to come to a determination, which, 
upon a ſecond requeſt, was extended to an hour. 
Before, however, this time was elapſed, the De- 
puties of the town came out, and, after a ſhort 
conference, agreed to deliver up the place that 
evening at five o'clock, and that the Garriſon 
ſhould be priſoners of War. Conſequently, 
8,000 men ſurrendered themſelves priſoners of 
war; 1,000 were killed during the three days of 
the bombardment; about 2,000 of the inhabi- 
tants loſt their lives; a great part of the town was 
deſtroyed; and 100 pieces of cannon were found 
on the ramparts. The Emperor permitted Ge- 
neral Rowland, who commanded the Garriſon, 
to remain at Landrecy: he alſo allowed the offi- 
cers to take their ſide-arms with them, and the 
men 
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men their neceſſaries, which did not overburther 
them on their march to Bruſſels, whither they 


were conducted by a detachment of Dutch and 
Auſtrian troops, 


On the ſame day, 20,000 Auſtrians encamped 
near Cateau, on the ground which the Duke of 


York left, when he marched on the goth of April 


for Tournay.— His Royal Highneſs halted on the 


2d of May at St. Amand, and marched on the 
morning of the 3d from thence, and encamped 
his troops, amounting to 25,000 men, about a 
league from Tournay, on the road to Liſle. 


Towards Treves, the Republicans gained con- 
fiderable advantages over General Beaulieu, be- 
fore Arlon, which place they pillaged, and after- 
wards evacuated : they alſo obtained ſome advan- 
tages over General Melas, near the Moſele and 
the Saar. 


From an impartial review of the operations 
that had hitherto taken place, it was extremely 
difficult to determine on which fide victory ſeemed 
to incline. For while the Combined Powers were 
obtaining advantages in one quarter, the Repub- 
licans were ſucceſsful in another. 

, | Nothing 
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Nothing of import occurred from the 3d up to 
the ioth; but on the morning of the 1oth, at 
three o'clock, the French made an attack upon 
the out-poſts of the camp of the Duke of York's 
army near Tournay, and kept up a very heavy 
cannonade on the right and centre, which was as 
warmly returned by the artillery, who advanced 
to about a quarter of a mile in front of the camp, 
and kept the enemy in check, but, after the 
enemy had advanced a little more to the left, ſome 
redoubts which were thrown up to cover the 
Heſſians and Britiſh, who were on the left, opened 
upon them with great effect, and ſome howitzers 
did them conſiderable damage. 


While this was paſſing in the front, which was 
probably only a feint, to cover their intention of 
attacking, and turning the left of the camp, and 
taking it in the rear, the Britith heavy cavalry 
was ordered to advance on the left of the camp, 
under the command of Generals Harcourt and 
Dundas, with General Otto at their head, to 
attack the main body of the enemy, who were 
drawn up in a plain fronting the left face of the 
camp, where General Abercromby's brigade was 
ſtationed. The cavalry marched about a quarter 


of a mile from the leſt of the camp, and fell in 
| with 
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with the French infantry and cavalry, who were 
in great force, and drawn up to receive them. 
The cavalry charged with their uſual gallantry, 
and ſoon put to flight the French cavalry ; but 
the infantry received their charge with more than 
their uſual ſteadineſs, and kept up a hot fire upon 
the cavalry, and preſented their bayonets when 
they were charged. As there was then no cannon. 
with our cavalry, the enemy were not ſoon broken, 
even by the ſpirited and deſperate charge of our 
troops, till ſome field- pieces came up, and threw 
them into diſorder. The heat of the action fell 
upon the Greys and Bays, who had ſeveral men, 
and a great many horſes, killed and wounded. 
The firing in the front of the camp then began 
to ſlacken, and the French retreated ; but they 
made a great reſiſtance on the left, when the 
cavalry attacked them, and continued to defend 
the village of Baſieu, where they had a ſtrong 
battery, and were advantageouſly poſted, till 
driven from it by the artillery about twelve 
o'clock. In this engagement, the French loſt 
near 3,000 men. Three regiments of French 
Carabineers were cut to pieces, conſiſting of 500 
men each, beſides the carnage among their other 
cavalry and infantry. 
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On the Sunday morning following, the enemy 
attacked General Clairfait's corps, which had the 
night before croſſed the Heule. The action laſted 
from one o'clock in the afternoon till eleven 
o'clock at night, when General Clairfait ſucceeded 
in completely driving them back into the town of 
Courtray, but not being able to take poſſeſſion 
of the place, retreated firſt acroſs the Heule, 
afterwards behind the river Mandel ; but being 
ſtill very cloſely purſued by the enemy, he found 
himſelf under the neceſſity of continuing his 
march to Theilt, where he took up a poſition in 
order to cover Ghent, Bruges, and Oſtend. The 
loſs the General ſuſtained in this engagement was 
very conſiderable. About this time the enemy 
had ſucceeded in forcing the paſſage of the 
Sambre ; and had, conſequently, obliged General 
Kaunitz to retreat, and to take up a poſition be- 
tween Rouſcrecy and Binch, in order to cover 
Mons, in which the Republicans attacked him, 
but were repulſed with great ſlaughter, and driven 
beyond the Sambre. The enemy's loſs upon this 
occaſion was computed at 5,000 men, and three 
pieces of cannon. This ſucceſs having perfectly 
| ſecured that part of the country, his Imperial 
Majeſty immediately determined to march to the 


aſſiſtance of the Duke of York near Tournay, and 
K arrived 
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arrived there on. the 15th of May, having left his 
brother, the Arch-Duke Charles, to conduct his 
army at Orchies. When his Majeſty arrived, 
he reſolved upon making a general attack with 
his whole force, 1n order, by a joint co-operation 
with the troops under the command of General 
Clairfait, to compel the enemy to evacuate 


Flanders. 


On the 16th, at night, the army moved for- 
wards, for this purpoſe, in five columns. The 
two columns on the left were intended to force the 
paſſages of the Marque; and, by a vigorous attack 
on the enemy's poſts along the river, to cover the 
operations of the three remaining columns : theſe 
were deſtined to force the enemy's poſts by Rou- 
baix, Waterloo, and Moucron, thus to favour 


General Clairfait's paſſage of the Lys, and then, 


by a junction with his corps, to have cut off the 
communication between Liſle and Courtray. 


Unfortunately, the two columns on the left 
forced the paſſage of the Marque ſo late, and 
were ſo much fatigued by the length of their 
march, that they were not able to accompliſh 
the remainder of the propoſed plan ; while the 
column on the right, under General Baſche, 

finding 
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finding the enemy at Moucron in much greater 
numbers than had been expected, was under the 
neceſſity of relinquiſhing its attack, and of re- 
treating to its former poſition at Warcoing. 
Lieutenant-General Otto proceeded with his co- 
lumn through Leers to Waterloo; from whence, 
after ſome reſiſtance, he drove the enemy, and 
puſhed on to Turcoing. The column under the 
command of the Duke of York, conſiſted of 
ſeven battalions of Britiſh, five of Auftrians, 
and two of Heſſians, with ſix ſquadrons of Light 
Dragoons, and four of Huſſars. This column 
moved forward from Templeuve to Lannoy, 
which it forced the enemy to evacuate after a 
ſhort cannonade. The column having left the 
two Heſſian battalions at Lannoy, proceeded to 
Roubaix, where the enemy were poſted in great 
ſtrength. The reſiſtance was proportionably 
ſtronger, but equally unavailing ; as the enemy 
ſoon found themſelves compelled to retire towards 
Moucron. The Duke of York not having at 
this time received any intelligence of the two 
columns on his right and left, notwithſtanding 
he had made every effort to obtain it, his 
Royal Highneſs did not think it prudent to ad- 
vance any further; but reſolved to leave his ad- 


vanced guard under the command of Lieutenant- 
K 2 General 
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General Abercromby, at Roubaix, and with the 
remainder of his corps to take a poſition on the 
heights behind Lannoy. The orders for this 
purpoſe were given; and his Imperial Majeſty 
being informed of this intention, adviſed the 
Duke, through the neceſſity of co-operating with 
General Clairfait, to proceed to the attack of 
Mouveaux. His Royal Highneſs accordingly 
directed the attack to be made by Lieutenant- 
General Abercromby, with the four battalions of 
Guards. He found the enemy ſtrongly en- 
trenched, but having cannonaded it for ſome 
time, the good countenance of the flank bat- 
talion of Guards, who advanced to ſtorm it with 
the utmoſt order, ſupported by the firſt battalion, 
and ſeconded by the 7th and 15th Light Dragoons, 
under Lieutenant-Colone] Churchill, compelled 
the enemy to retire, with the loſs of three pieces 
of cannon, and a conſiderable number of men, 
who were cut down by the Light Dragoons in the 
purſuit, which was continued as far as Bouderes, 


Upon a mature conſideration of: the nature of 
his ſituation, the Duke directed Lieutenant-Gene- 
ral Abercromby to remain at Mouveaux, with the 
four battalions of Guards; and, having poſted four 


Auftrian battalions to cover Roubaix, detached 
the 


( 69 } 


the ſecond brigade of Britiſh infantry, under the 
command of Major-General Fox, to take poſt on 
his left, on the great road leading from Lifle to 
Roubaix. The cavalry was divided with theſe 
ſeveral corps, for the purpoſe of patroling; the 
nature of the country not admitting of their being 
of any other uſe.—The advanced poſts of the 
Duke's army communicated with thoſe of General 
Otto on the right, who, by this time, had got 
poſſeſſion of Turcoing. 


Early the next morning the enemy attacked the 
poſt of Turcoing in great force, and the Duke 
of York received an application from Colonel 
Devay, who commanded there, to make a diver- 
fion in his favour ; for which purpoſe the Duke 
ſent two battalions of Auſtrians, giving them ex- 
preſs directions, if they ſhould be preſſed, to fall 
back; but, by ſome miſtake, inſtead of doing ſo, 
they joined Colonel Devay. From this circum- 
ſtance, an opening was left on the right of the 
Duke of York's corps, of which the enemy availed 
themſelves in the attack upon that column, which 
took place ſoon after, and, by ſo doing, obliged 
the Duke to employ the only battalion he had 
left, to ſecure a point which was of the utmoſt 
conſequence to his Royal Highneſs. | 
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At this period a very conſiderable column of 
the enemy, amounting to 15,000 men, appeared 
advancing from Liſle ; whilſt another corps, hav- 
ing forced its way through General Otto's poſition 


| by Waterloo, attacked the Duke's rear. "The few 
troops that remained with his Royal Highneſs 


ſoon gave way before ſuch ſuperior numbers, 
nor was it in the Duke's power, with every effort 
he could uſe, aſſiſted by thoſe of the officers who 


were about him, to rally them. 


At that moment the advanced parties of the 
column from Liſle ſhewed themſelves alſo upon 
the road between Roubaix and Mouveaux, and 
the Duke found it impoſſible to ſucceed in the 
attempt which he made to join the brigade of 
Guards. Thus circumſtanced, his Royal High- 
neſs reſolved to join General Fox's brigade, but 
upon proceeding to Roubaix for that purpoſe, he 
found it in the poſſeſſion of the enemy. Thus 
completely cut off from every part of his corps, 
nothing remained for him to do but to force his 
way to General Otto, and to concert meaſures 
with him to free his own troops. This he effected, 
accompanied by a few Dragoons of the 16th regi- 
ment, with great difficulty; but the project of 
marching towards Lannoy, to which General Otto 

had 


(i801 


had conſented, as a meaſure which would greatly 
facilitate the retreat of his corps, being given up, 
upon finding that the Heſſians had been obliged 
to abandon that place, the Duke found himſelf 
under the painful neceſſity of continuing with 
General Otto's column the remainder of the day. 


Previous to this, the Duke had ſent orders to 
General Abercromby to retire from Mouveaux to 
the heights behind Roubaix, where it was his 
intention to have afſembled his corps, and the 
Coldſtream battalion had been poſted to cover 
the communication, till he effected his retreat; 
and on his arrival upon the heights at Roubaix, 
finding himſelf ſurrounded on all ſides, without 
a poſſibility of aſſembling the corps, he deter- 
mined to continue it to Lannoy. This he effected 
amidſt the repeated attacks of the enemy, who 
poured upon him from all parts. General Aber- 
cromby found Lannoy alſo in poſſeſſion of the 
enemy; but he avoided the town by marching 
round it, under a very heavy fire, and ſoon after 
reached Templeuve. 


Major-General Fox, after ſuſtaining, with great 
reſolution, a very vigorous attack from the prin- 
cipal part of the column which came from Liſle, 

began 
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began his retreat alſo; and finding himſelf cut 
off from the brigade of Guards, and Lannoy oc- 
cupied by the enemy, he directed his march up- 
on the village of Leers, at which place he joined 
the column of Lieutenant-General Otto. — The 
loſs that was ſuſtained on this occaſion was very 
conſiderable indeed, and particularly on the part 
of the Britiſh troops, who, in the moſt perilous 
ſituation imaginable, conducted themſelves with 
the greateſt firmneſs, reſolution, and bravery. 


The French, encouraged by theſe ſucceſſes, re- 
ſolved to follow up their advantages without loſs 
of time. Accordingly, the enemy, on the morn- 
ing of the 23d of May, made an attack upon the 
Combined Army under the command of his Impe- 
rial Majeſty. The attack began at ſix o'clock, but 
did not appear to be ſerious till towards nine, when 
the whole force of the enemy, conſiſting of upwards 
of 100,000 men, was brought againſt the right 
wing, with an intention of forcing, 1f poſſible, 


the paſſage of the Scheldt, in order to inveſt 


Tournay. At firſt they drove in the out-poſts, 
and obliged General Bouche's corps, which was 
poſted at Eſpierres, to fall back upon the main 
army; but upon ſuccour being ſent, General 
Wallmoden, who, though very unwell, had re- 

| | | taken 
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taken the command of the Hanoverians, main- 
tained his poſition. 'The enemy, by conftantly 
bringing up freſh troops, were enabled to con- 
tinue the attack, without intermiſſion, till nine 
o'clock at night. 


The troops of the right wing being greatly fa- 
tigued, it became neceſſary to ſupport them from 
the Duke of York's wing ; for which purpoſe, be- 
ſides ſeven Auſtrian battalions, he detached the 
ſecond brigade of Britiſh, under the command of 
Major-General Fox. Nothing could exceed the 
ſpirit and gallantry with which they conducted 
themſelves, particularly in the ſtorm of the vil- 
lage of Pontechin, which they forced with the 
bayonet. The enemy immediately began to re- 
treat, and during the night withdrew all their 
poſts.—Seven pieces of cannon, and about 500 
priſoners, fell into the hands of the Combined 
Powers, and the enemy's loſs, in killed and 
wounded, amounted to little ſhort of 12,000 men, 
which 1s by no means wonderful, as they were 
expoſed to an inceſſant fire of cannon and muſ- 
guetry for upwards of twelve hours. Thus victory 
over the Republicans was the more ſignal, as the 
loſs on the part of the Combined Armies was very 
inconſiderable.— The French General Pichegru 

* commanded. 
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commanded in perſon in this deſperate action, 
and his diſpoſition was very prudent, as both the 
wings and rear of his army were covered by a 
wood, ſo that they could neither be turned, nor 
attacked by —_y. 


The Emperor, the Duke of York, the Prince 
of Orange, Prince of Cobourg, Prince Adolphus, 
and Prince William of Glouceſter, were preſent 
in the action, and did not return from the field 
till the French were entirely routed. 


Previous to this laſt battle, both General Clair- 
fait and General Beaulieu obtained confiderable 
advantages over the Republicans. General Count 
Kaunitz alſo attacked, on the 24th of May, the 
French army which had paſſed the Sambre, and 
had taken a poſition, with its left to Rouveroy 
and its right to Fontaine I'Eveque, completely 
defeated them, and obliged them to retreat in 
great confuſion over the river. 


At this period the enemy made an inroad 
into the dutchy of Luxembourg, with an army of 
40,000 men, had taken poſſeſſion of Arlons, 
which obliged General Beaulieu, who moved 
forward with the troops under his command, 

and 
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and had taken the town of Bouillon by ſtorm, 
to retire, and to fall back on Marche, in order 
to cover Namur. 


This general's retreat before the French, the poſ- 
ſeſſion of part of Weſt Flanders by the Repub- 
licans, and ſome of their movements towards the 
principality of Liege, having elevated the hopes 
of the numerous malcontents in that place, the 
following Proclamation was publiſhed on the 26th, 
by the Prince Biſhop : 


«© The public is hereby informed, by order of 
his Highneſs, that during the preſent urgency, the 
Prince of Wurtemburg, General in the ſervice of 
the Emperor and King, will act as Military Com- 
mandant General, in the name of his Majeſty, in 
the city and territories of Liege. 


Given in the Privy Council of his Highneſs, 
May 26, 1794. 
©© MEAN, VT. 
* L. (Y 8. DE CHESTBAT.” | 


A ſecond Proclamation enjoined, upon pain of 
military execution, all the gunſmiths, &c. to ſend 
their arms and ammunition to the Town-houſe, 


and attend themſelves. 
L 2 On 
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On the banks of the Sambre the Auſtrian troops 


performed prodigies of valour, but ſtill were not 
able to diſlodge the French, either from Thuin or 


the Abbey of Lobbes.— The inveſtment of Char- 


leroy appeared now to be their object, for they were 
preparing to lay cloſe ſiege to it. It was eaſy to 
foreſee, by their movements on all ſides, that they 
would at length penetrate into Brabant, Hainault, 
Namur, and Liege, if the inhabitants did not riſe 
en maſſe, and oppoſe, with the greateſt ſpirit, force 
to force. The French had cut off all communi- 
cation between Bruſſels and Luxembourg, and 
alſo between the firſt place and Charleroy. Theſe 
ſucceſſes of the enemy were received at Bruſſels, 
by the diſaffected to Government, by public de- 
monſtrations of joy, and particularly by the erec- 
tion of the Tree of Liberty. 


The affairs of the Belligerent Powers on the 
Continent began now to aſſume the moſt melan- 
choly aſpect. The Emperor, whoſe finances were 
greatly deranged by the war, publiſhed about this 
time an Edict for levying four millions and a half 
of florins on the inhabitants of the dutchy of 
Brabant. His Majeſty, during this period, gave 
ſtrong room to ſuppoſe that he expected to 


receive a Subſidy, like the King of Pruſſia, 
from 


Wh 


from Great Britain, in order to enable him to 
proceed. Whether theſe ſuſpicions have been 
well or ill founded, our readers will be capable of 
judging for themſelves. We believe his Majeſty 
began by this time to be weary of the conteſt; and 
perhaps one of the cauſes that led Lord Cornwallis 
to the Continent, who about this period ſet off on 
his journey, was to endeavour to reconcile the 
Emperor to the determination of continuing his 
aſſiſtance, as far as he was able, for the purpoſe of 
ſtifling that Jacobinical ſpirit which ſeemed to 
threaten the deſtruction of all order and ſocial 
tranquillity. 


Be this as it may, the political hemiſphere 
appeared to grow darker and darker. Although 
the Prince of Orange compelled the enemy to 
raiſe the ſiege of Charleroy, and re-croſs the 
Sambre, the ſucceſs was not attended with any 
permanent advantage, for in a few days after 
they re- paſſed it again with ſuch immenſe force, 
as to be able completely to inveſt the above 


place. 


Ypres, upon which depended the fate of mari- 
time Flanders, was now ſurrounded on all fides ; 


and although the Garriſon frequently exhibited 
inſtances 
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inſtances of the moſt daring intrepidity in their 


various and repeated ſorties upon the enemy, ſtill 


theſe ſerved only to lengthen the time of the ſiege, 
and thereby give an opportunity to Clairfait of 
collecting all his force, for the purpoſe of making 
an attempt to relieve the place. In this endea- 
vour, however, he was completely unſucceſsful, 
and the repulſes which he met with from a pow- 
erful enemy, left him in a ſituation of all others 
the moſt critical and alarming. His Royal High- 
neſs the Duke of York was prevented from afford- 
ing him the leaſt aſſiſtance, in conſequence not 
only of having enough to employ his time in de- 
fending himſelf near Tournay, but Courtray and 
Menin being in the poſſeſſion of the enemy, he 
could not have proceeded, had he had ſufficient 


force to have done ſo, both theſe places ſtanding 


directly in his way. 


In this ſituation of things, the Emperor thought 
proper to ſound the loyalty and affection of his 
ſubjects, and for this purpoſe he paid a viſit to 
Bruflels and Antwerp. Previous to his entering 
theſe places, he was taught to believe that every 
reliance could be placed vn the ſteady allegiance 


of the people in this part of his Majeſty's domi- 
nions ; and with this idea eſtabliſhed in his mind, 


he 


= 


he made his appearance. He did not, however, 
remain long 1n the poſſeſſion of this opinion, for 
he had the mortification to find, that great diſ- 
affection and anarchy reigned in ſeveral parts of 
theſe capitals. His Majeſty, however, addreſſed 
a letter to the States of Brabant, in which he ac- 
knowledged that the Allied army had ſuffered very 
confiderably, and was in want of recruits; he 
therefore demanded a levy of five men in every 
hundred capable of bearing arms, to be incorpo- 
rated in the old regiments, as the enemy multi- 
plied on all points of their frontiers, while his 
armies diminiſhed by their many victories, and 
glorious but frequent engagements. He con- 
cluded by frankly ftating, it was in vain to diſ- 
ſemble, that their future exiſtence depended, per- 
haps, on an immediate compliance with his de- 
mands. 


This addreſs of the Emperor was received by 
the people in a manner from which much could 
not be expected. The anſwer to it was replete 
with too many aſſurances of compliance on their 
part, conſidering the general tenor of their politi- 
cal conduct, not to make it queſtionable as to its 
ſincerity; and, indeed, their ſubſequent procced- 
ings have fully proved the ſuſpicion to have been 
well founded. 


The 
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The ſucceſſes of the French began by this time 
to be ſo very alarming, that the evacuation of the 
Low Countries was abſolutely in contemplation ; 
but Ypres ſtill remaining in the hands of the 
Allies, a gleam of hope yet exiſted as to their ow 
ſervation. 


It is rather curious to obſerve, that at this period 
the politicians on the Continent predicted almoſt 
every material unfortunate circumſtance that has 
ſince happened with reſpect to the retreat of the 
Allied army in Weſt Flanders.—One of theſe 
prophetic politicians writes to his friend on this 
fide the water in the following words: —Depend 
upon it the Confederate force in this part will be 
compelled to retreat through Ghent to Antwerp, 
will fall back to Breda, then to Bois-le-duc and 
Cleves, and, finally, will paſs the Rhine at We- 
ſel.” ——So far we find this gentleman pretty 
right in his conjectures; but when he mentions 
that the month of October would be the epoch 
in which the French Republic would be acknow- 
ledged, we think he proceeded further in his 
predictions than the fituation of affairs at that 
time, however gloomy and unfortunate, authoriſed 
him to ſay. 


. 


On 
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On the 13th of June, General Hommerſtein 
experienced the ſame miſcarriage that appeared to 
have attended moft of the other Generals belong- 
ing to the Confederate Powers; for having attacked 
the French who were in confiderable force at 
Gluts, he was compelled to fall back to Bruges.— 
On the ſame day General Clairfait, in his expedi- 
tion againſt Rouſſelaer, met with ſome degree of 
ſucceſs; but owing to the failure of his right 
column, compoſed of Hanoverians, in the execu- 
tion of their intended operations, he. thought it 
neceſſary to reſume his former poſition. 


Every thing now wore the appearance of terror 
and diſmay in Oftend and the country adjacent. 
The rapid and formidable approach of the enemy 
created the greateſt confuſion in the above place. 
General Stewart, the Commandant, gave orders 
to inundate the whole country, as the only pro- 
bable means of ſtopping the further progreſs of 
the deſperate Republicans; but the ſluices re- 
fuſing to do their office, every inhabitant, who 
poſſefſed the power of doing it, began imme- 
diately to prepare for quitting the town. The 
fick, which were very numerous, were ordered to 
be removed to ſome place of greater ſafety.— The 
principal object, no doubt, of the French was, to 
hh M get 


hc 

get poſſeſſion of this port, which has been long 
conſidered as the key of maritime Flanders. They 
knew very well, that being maſters of it, they 
N would effectually cut off all communication be- 
tween Great Britain and the Allied army, without 
travelling the circuitous route of Holland. The 
gaining of Ypres was therefore thought by the 
| enemy the firſt ſtep to their getting poſſeſſion of 
| the other, as Neuport almoſt entirely depended | 
4 upon the fate of Ypres. They therefore renewed 
their attack againſt this place with increaſed 
energy and effect, and on the 19th it was com- 
pelled to ſurrender, but on ſuch conditions as 
plainly evinced the higheſt opinion on the part of 
iy the French of the bravery and good conduct of 
= the Garriſon.— General Salis, who had been in- 
'4 veſted with the command of the place, had cauſed 
the town to be unpaved during the fiege, and had 
taken every means in his power for its defence. 
It was, however, at laſt compelled to capitulate  * | 
for the want of ammunition, 


In conſequence of this capture, a general con- 

1 ſternation prevailed over the whole of Auſtrian 

Flanders, and moſt of the opulent inhabitants of 

1 the ſeveral towns were buſily employed in pre- 

[ paring for their departure for Holland. 

4 On- 
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On the Sambre, affairs did not wear a more 
pleaſing aſpe&t. Many of the poſts near that place 
belonging to the Allies were forced, and, conſe- 
quently, Bruſſels was greatly expoſed to the ene- 
my. Emigrations from that capital began now to 
be general, and the inhabitants of Ghent, Bru- 
ges, and moſt of the other towns in Auſtrian 
Flanders, were flying in different direQtions.— 
However, ſoon after the Republicans received a 
check in their proceedings on the Sambre, by 
the Hereditary Prince of Orange, who defeated 
them with very conſiderable loſs in men, cannon, 
and ammunition-waggons. They were compelled 
to retreat with great confuſion acroſs the river. 


General Clairfait, however, was not ſo ſuc- 
ceſsful on his part, for the enemy compelled him 
to retire in ſome confuſion to Ghent, and the 
communication between that place and Oude- 
narde, unleſs by a great detour, was entirely cut 
off. This movement of the enemy, by forcing 
General Clairfait to retire, and bringing them 
nearer to the banks of the Scheldt, rendered the 
Duke of York's poſition before Tournay, which, 
fince the departure of the Prince of Cobourg, 
had always been hazardous, no longer tenable ; 


his Royal Highneſs, therefore, ſoon after quitted 
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it, leaving only a Garriſon in the town, and 
marched with all the Britiſh, and part of the Heſ- 
fian troops, to Renaix, in order to be in readineſs 
to ſupport Oudenarde, which was now ſummoned 


to ſurrender. 


With reſpect to Oſtend, the uſual intefcourſe 
between England and that place was at this time 


entirely prevented, the Meſſengers from the Duke 


of York's army being compelled to come through 


Holland, whence they embarked for Harwich. 


At Bruſſels every method was uſed to induce the 
people to riſe in a maſs, for the purpoſe of pre- 
venting the further incurſions of the French; 
but the Nobility and perſons of property leaving 
the city, gave room for the inhabitants to declare, 
that in that manner they had been always treated, 
In the hour of calamity (ſaid they) the Gover- 
nors and Nobility deſert us; and in the period of 
proſperity they return and riot on the produce of our 
{abours. A rhapſodical addreſs, evidently written 
in imitation of thoſe which the French Conven- 
tion frequently circulate in France, was publiſhed, 
for the purpoſe of rouzing the people from their 
torpid inactive ſtate, but to no effect. 


On the 26th, after an unſucceſsful attack made 


by the Prince of Cobourg on the whole chain of 
French 
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French poſts at Goſſelies, Fleurus, &e. the Au- 
ſtrians were obliged to retreat with conſiderable 
Joſs, and the enemy remained in poſſeſſion of the 
field of battle. The Prince of Cobourg retired 
to a ſtrong poſition near Hal. This diſcomfiture 
was ſoon followed by the ſurrender of Charleroy, 
and, not long after, Bruges experienced the ſame 
fate. 


The Duke having received intelligence that the 
enemy had moved forward in great force upon 
General Clairfait's poſition, and that they had 
detached a corps to attack Oudenarde, he found 
it abſolutely neceſſary for the defence of the 
Scheldt to march to Renaix, as from that place 
he could, with greater facility, ſupport the firſt, 
and move upon any point at which they might 
attempt to force a paſſage. The enemy obliged 
General Clairfait to abandon his poſition at Deynſe, 
and fall back upon Ghent, where they immediately 
attacked him again, but were fortunately repulſed. 


This retreat of General Clairfait rendered it 
impoſſible for General Wallmoden to ſupport him- 
ſelf, with ſo ſmall a body of troops as he had 
under his command, at Bruges. He therefore 
found it neceſſary to abandon that place on the 

26th, 
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abi; and to fall back to Landmark, and join 
General Clairfait's right flank. 


The conſequence of thefe laſt movements, 
though neceſſary, were exceedingly unpleaſant, 
as all immediate communication with Oftend was 
cut off. The enemy made another attempt at 
Oudenarde, which they cannonaded for a whole 
day, and even carried in the afternoon the Faux- 
bourg ; but were driven out again in the night, 
and retreated to a ſmall diſtance. 


Some ſhort time before this, the Earl of Moira 
landed at Oſtend, with about 10,000 men under 
his command, for the purpoſe of protecting that 
place; but he was ſoon taught to believe that his 
remaining there would be hazardous in the ex- 
treme ; he, therefore, in a ſhort time repaired 
to Malle with his whole army, a place about four 
miles from Bruges, on the great cauſeway to 
Ghent. Previous to his Lordſhip leaving Oftend, 

a Council of War was held to determine whether 
Okend, and its vicinity, ſhould be defended ; 
or whether it was not more important to reheve 
the Allies, and act in conjunction with them for 
the good of the general cauſe. The latter was 
adopted, not only as a plan of indiſpenſable ne- 

ceſſity 


(WF } 


ceſſity for the ſafety of his Lordſhip's army, but 
alſo as a judicious expedient to ſecure a retreat for 
the Duke of York, whoſe way from Renaix to 
Ghent could not be obſtructed by the enemy. 
General Clairfait was ſo far ſafe at the latter place, 
that it was thought he could command a retreat 
for his army, and that of the Duke of York, 
up the Scheldt, if reduced to the diſagreeable 


neceſſity. 


The evacuation of Oſtend was now conſidered 
the firſt object to be accompliſhed. The ſeveral 
regiments of artillery and ftores in that place, 
were ordered to be embarked, and before the 
night of the 1ſt of July, the town was com- 
pletely evacuated, not a ſingle man belonging to 
the troops being left behind. The ſhips in the 
harbour were all brought away,' an old Indiaman 
and a priſon-ſhip excepted, which, by the wind 
blowing ſtrong into the harbour, could not be 
got out, and were therefore ſet on fire. The 
gates of the town being ſet open by the inha- 
bitants, the French were ſeen from the ſhipping 
to enter the town to the number of about 3, ooo. 
Our fleet failed for Fluſhing. About this time 
the Earl of Moira, with that ſpirit and enter- 

prize which have always diſtinguiſhed his Lord- 
_ ſhip's 
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ſhip's military character, effected a junction with 
General Clairfait's army. The enemy, on the 
3d, took poſſeſſion of Tournay, about four in the 
morning; and on the ſame day they entered Ghent, 
which rendered the ſituation of the Allies precari- 
ous in the extreme, as by this capture they were 
nearer to Antwerp by twenty miles than the army 
belonging to the Duke. One ſucceſs now ap- 
peared to follow cloſe upon the heels of another, 
in every thing the French undertook; and no 
force ſtanding in their way, they made their ap- 
pearance in Bruſſels, amidſt the loudeſt acclama- 
tions of the people. In conſequence of this, the 
city of Antwerp was thrown into the greateſt 
confuſion and diſmay—Malines was the only place 
remaining that could intercept their progreſs to it; 
and although it contained a brave, but ſmall army 
of Engliſh troops, with ſome Hanoverians, who 
formed a kind of barrier againſt the incurſions of 
the Carmagnols; ſtill, from their number and 
impetuoſity, it was thought that even the above 
city would not be able to remain long in the hands 
of the Allies. At this time the Prince of Cobourg 
was at Tirlemont—The Prince of Orange covered 
Louvain, and General Clairfait, Namur, that 
in caſe of being attempted to be broken in any 
one point, they could ſupport cach other. 

Neuport, 


( 8g ) 

Neuport, which at firſt it was imagined would 
have ſurrendered immediately on the fall of Ypres, 
had been long bombarded with unremitting 
vigour by the enemy, being inveſted with an 
army of nearly 30,000 men.—The Garriſon 
diſplayed uncommon intrepidity in defending 
the place; but was compelled at laſt to ceaſe 
firing on the 17th, and ſoon after the French 
entered the town. Many hundreds of French 
emigrants fell in conſequence into the hands of 
their enraged countrymen, and according to the 
beſt accounts, moſt of theſe unfortunate wretches 
were conſigned to eternity, by means too ſhock- 


ing for the humane and reflecting mind to dwell 
upon. 


Moſt of Holland began now to ſhare in the 
general danger of their neighbours. To give 
our readers a perfect and full account of the then 
ſtate of affairs in that country, we think proper 
to publiſh the following 


STATE PAPER. 
Addreſs of the Stadtholder to the United States. 


„ Hligh and Mighty Lords, 
When, in the beginning of laſt year, this 
State was unexpectedly attacked by the French, 
Go TR N and 
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and the enemy- had, in a ſhort fpace of time, 
nearly approached the laſt frontier of the pro- 
vince of Holland, I thought it incumbent on me, 
in conſequence of the reſpective poſts truſted to 
my care, to lay my views before your High 
Mightineſſes; as alſo the grounds of my con- 
fidence, in the ſalvation of my- country. This I 
propoſed in the Aſſembly of your High Mighti- 
neſſes on the 28th of February, 1793, and I had, 
in that moment of danger, the inexpreſfible hap- 
pineſs of ſeeing the ſpirit of the nation rouzed ; 
of ſeeing how the inhabitants. joined heart and 
hand, and how effectually our Allies co-operated. 
It has ſince pleaſed the Supreme Being to grant 
us a ſucceſsful iſſue, by driving the enemy from 
our territory, and by the conquering arms of 
the States, with our Friends and Allies, removing 
the ſeat; of war into the enemies on country. 
We now ſee, however, High and Mighty Lords, 
a wonderful revolution 1n the ſtate of affairs, at- 
tended with the loſs of the greater part of our ad- 
vantages ; the enemy having penetrated, and ad- 
vanced near our frontiers, and inſtead of our 
carrying on the war offenſively, they have forced 
us to act in our own defence. 


© It is under ſuch circumſtances that it be- 
hoves all thoſe who, more or leſs, bear a ſhare in 
conducting 


— 
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conducting public affairs, to ſtep forward with 
their undiſguifed ſentiments, and cordially take 
the lead of the good inhabitants, and by ſuch 
means cement a mutual confidence, without 
which the country cannot be ſaved. 


4 With this view I once more appear before 
you in this Aſſembly, to declare to your High 
Mightinefles, from the bottom of my heart, that 
I am ready, and firmly determined, ſupported by 
the wiſe and vigorous meaſures of your High 
Mightineſſes, and the Lords of the reſpective 
Provinces, to ſacrifice my life in defence of 
our country; and alſo to aſſure you, that I 


do by no means deſpair of faving the State, 


if we, with additional courage and fortitude, 
under the goodneſs of Providence, employ the 
ready and effectual means in our power; and 
finally, to declare to your High Mightinefles, 
that I hold the leaſt neglect of ſuch neceſſary 
exertions, and every indication of deſpondency 
and fear, as inevitably tending towards the irre- 
trievable loſs of our country. 


& I will no more than laſt year conceal the real 
danger; the true knowledge of this danger being 


requiſite to call in aid every poſſible means of re- 
N 2 ſiſtance. 
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ſiſtance. Still, were we to _ the hiſtory of 


our Republic, we ſhould find circumſtances of 
peril, compared to which the preſent appear to 


vaniſh. 


Our brave anceſtors fought, and obtained 
their liberty and independence, in the midft of 


ſuch difficulties as human forefight could not 
reaſonably hope to ſurmount. Notwithſtanding 


which, did they conſtantly ſpurn at all the in- 
ſiduous overtures offered them; they thought 
themſelves more ſecure in manfully facing the 
dangers of war, than ſuffering themſelves to be 
deceived by a treacherous peace. While King 


Philip, and his adherents, continued to be con- 


ſidered as enemies, our forefathers had to defend 
themſelves only againſt open hoſtilities; but had 
the enemy, 1n appearance, become friends and 


brothers, the weapons of deceit, ſeduction, and 


corruption, would have proved far more alarming 
than a ſtate of open warfare. Are we to ſuppoſe 
the preſent fituation worſe than that in 1672, 
when, not only fingle towns, but three Provinces 
of the Union were in poſſeſſion of the enemy? 
Or that of 1947, when all Dutch Flanders, and 
the ſtrong frontier of Bergen-op-Zoom were loſt ? 
Or laſtly, than that of 1793, the recent events of 

which 
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which are too well known? If neither our anceſ- 
tors, nor ourſelves, during thoſe periods, ſhewed 
ſymptoms of deſpondency, how diſgraceful would 
it be in us, under our preſent circumſtances, did 
we venture on the defence of the State without 
energy, and determined courage? Were we to 
compare the means of defence, actually in the 
power of the Republic, with thoſe in former 
wars, we are moſt aſſuredly no leſs in a ftate 
Prepared to repel the attacks of the enemy, than 
we were in the above-mentioned periods. The 
greater part of our frontiers is covered, and con- 
tinue to be improved—We have an army on foot, 
who have fignalized themſelves by their bravery 
during the two laſt campaigns, and who will act, 
if poſſible, more ſo, when fighting for their all. 
The cheerfulneſs, joined to the courage of our ſea- 
men, hath ſhewn itſelf in the year 1793. Neither 
is the Republic without Allies, who, as far as their 
own ſituations may permit, will ſtrengthen her ; 
but it is of infinitely more weight, than to depend 
on human efforts, to conſider, that the God of 
heaven and earth having ſo often brought about 
our deliverance, when the proſpect ſeemed moſt 
dreary, we have, at this time, good grounds to 
hope, under him, for the atchievement o honour- 


able and glorious deeds. 


« If 
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ce If there are in the Republic ſuch unnatural 


0 degenerate Dutchmen who wiſh for the ap- 


proach of the enemy, becauſe they may imagine 
it will procure them the means of gratifying their 
private vindictive ſpirit, who with ſuch views 
endeavour, by intimidating their fellow Citizens 
againſt their taking up arms in the common cauſe, 


let us conſider them as internal foes, and watch 
their criminal intentions no leſs than we do thoſe 


of our en enemy. 


Fc The pacific ſyſtem which this Republic as a 
Commercial State hath ever adopted, I hold to be 
moſt to her advantage ; but God forbid we ſhould 
wiſh for peace at the expence of our ſecurity and 
independence. If we muſt loſe theſe ineſtimable 
bleſſings through the ſuperior force of an enemy, 
it will be an event ſincerely to be lamented ; but 
ſhould we make a voluntary ſurrender of the ſame, 
then ſhould we become an object of odnterhpt to 


- All nations, 


«© That this State hath given France no cauſe 
for war, is notorious to all the world—that people 
might among themſelves perſecute the Chriſtian 
Worſhip, overthrow the ancient Throne of their 
wks arbitrarily diſpoſe of the Freedom; the 
| Lives, 


| 
/ 
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Lives, and Property of their fellow Countrymen. 


Our State ſaw all this with inexpreffible grief, it 
is true, but never had the moſt diſtant with of 
declaring war againft the opinion of this deluded 
people. In ſpite of our moderation have we been 
fuddenly and moſt unjuſtly attacked. This at- 
rack having been preceded by a Decree of the 
National Convention, whereby it appears; that the 
reaſon of this deſtructive war is to put all coun- 
tries and nations on a footing of Equality with 
the miſeries of France namely, to deſtroy the 
religious worſhip of our forefathers, the funda- 
mental laws of the State, and to work a total fub- 
verfion of our true freedom. Theſe, High and 
Mighty Lords, are the objects for which we 
ſhould enter into a treaty of capitulation, in caſe 
the war is to determine agreeable to the enemies” 
views: however, theſe very objects muſt never be 
made the ſubject of Treaties, but for their better 
ſecurity and preſervation. With regard to my- 
ſelf, I know no medium between a vigorous re- 
ſiſtance and puſillanimous ſubmiſſion; and I 


doubt not a ſingle moment about the choice of 


your High Mightineſſes, that of the States of the 
Provinces, and of all the well-diſpoſed in the 
country. Let every individual, whatever be his 
religious or civil principles, (provided he is no 

| enemy 
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enemy to his country and to his own intereſt,) 
rally round the ſtandard in favour of the common 
cauſe of his country: let every one within his 
circle contribute towards her protection to the 
utmoſt of his power: let the neceſſary ſupplies be 
furniſhed—and I have hopes, I might ſay I truſt 


| with confidence, that we ſhall be able to defend 


ourſelves, and, under Providence, protect the 


| honour and promote the proſperity of the N ether- 


„ Behold, High and Mighty Lords, what in 
duty I owe the whole nation to a people among 
whom I was born and educated, for whoſe inde- 
pendence a great number of my anceſtors ſacri- 
ficed their lives, for whoſe welfare I am ready to 
{pill my laſt drop of blood, and for which, both 
my-fons—have given proofs of their not being 
unworthy of the name they bear.—I wiſh, then, 
for nothing more than the co-operation of my 
fellow Citizens, and the reward of my houſe will 
be their Liberty, Independence, and permanent 
Happineſs. 


(Signed) © WILLIAM, PRINCE OF ORANGE.” 


Hague, July 15, 1794. 


In 
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In this ſtate of affairs, misfortunes appearing to 
thicken round the Allies in every quarter, the 
enemy attacked all the out-poſts occupied by the 
adyanced corps of the Duke of York, in front of 
the Canal leading from Bruſſels to Antwerp, and 
being greatly ſuperior in numbers, drove them 
into the town of Malines, upon which place they 
likewiſe fired; but upon a reinforcement arriving 
under the command of the Earl of Moira, the 
French fell back with ſome loſs. 


Soon after, however, they renewed the attack, 
and having ſucceeded in obliging the poſts on the 
left of Malines to abandon the Canal, and to re- 
treat from the Dyle, Lieutenant-General Dalwig 
found himſelf obliged to fall back to Welhem, 
where he took up a poſition to cover that paſs of 
the river. The Duke detached Lord Moira to 
take poſſeſſion of the village of Duffel upon 
his left, while General Wallmoden, with the Ha- 


noverians, was at Lievre. 


4 


Malines was now abandoned to the French, and 
great apprehenſions were entertained for the ſafety 
of Antwerp. The Britiſh ſoldiers, who had ſo 
often diſtinguiſhed themſelves under their gallant 


Prince, were compelled to retire to Bergen-op- 
o Zoom, 
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Zoom, Williamſtadt, Breda, and the places ad- 
jacent. Thus the whole Auſtrian Netherlands may 
be ſaid to have been in the complete and uncon- 
il trouled poſſeſſion of the French, who almoſt uni- 
# formly put all the ſubjugated inhabitants in a ſtate 
of N either in perſon or property. | 


l | * Portans ſeemed at this time to have beſtowed 

ſome teſtimonies of extraordinary partiality on the 

French; and, indeed, ſo great was their ſucceſs, 

that the Prince of Orange, ſtruck with their for- 

midable progreſs, propoſed a levy of one man in 

| ten throughout the Provinces. Their High 

| Mightineſſes approved of this plan as vigorous and 

S -. falutary, but the People murmured loudly againſt 

| it. This Prince, who poſſeſſes many virtues, was 

| very unpopular at this time. — The opulent trem- 

| bled at the approach of the French, but the lower 

| claſſes of ſociety withed for an opportunity of em- 
bracing the new order of fraternization. | Te 


On the Rhine the enemy was no leſs unſucceſs- 
ful. Having received a reinforcement of 1 5,000 
men from the army of the Alps, and from 12 to 

15,000 from that of the Ardennes, over and above 
the new levies raiſed by requiſition in Alſace and 


Lorraine, they attacked the Pruffians at the hour 
1 8 
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of two in the morning near Edickhoffen, but 
without . 


| Soon after, the Auſtrians polled | in the neigh- 
bourhood of Spires were affailed with equal im- 
petuoſity. The battle was long and obſtinate, but 
the enemy was at length repulfed on all ſides 
with conſiderable loſs. One of their Generals, 
called Laboſſiere, was taken priſoner. 


They renewed, however, their attack on the 
Pruſſians with redoubled fury. Their principal 
effort was directed againſt a battery placed on a 
height near Edeſheim. They attempted it ſeven 
different times, bringing freih troops every time 
the former were repulſed. But at length, about 
nine o'clock in the evening, the Pruſſians being 
overwhelmed with hunger and fatigue, having 
ſuſtained a combat of nineteen hours without ſuf- 
ficient intermiſſion to allow them to eat a fingle 
morſel, they were obliged to give way, and be- 
gan, their retreat towards Edickhoffen. The 
Pruſſian General, De Place, was killed, and two 
other Generals wounded, during this action. 
They once more attacked the Allies on all 


points, and forced them again to retreat. The 
O 2 whole 
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whole country was thrown into the greateſt con- 
ſternation. The Pruſſians and Auſtrians were 
obliged to yield to the torrent; and every where 
the Nobles and rich Merchants were ſeen flying 
in all directions, and the inhabitants of burnt and 
plundered villages were entering Manheim and 
the adjacent places, in ſearch of food and ſhelter. ' 
The French ſoon. after publiſhed a Proclamation 
on the left fide of the Rhine, enjoining the 
country people to return to their homes, promiſ- 
ing them protection and fſafety.—This Addreſs 
induced many of the fugitives to return to their 
dwellings. 


On the 24th, Antwerp opened its gates to the 
enemy, who in every quarter experienced uni- 
formity of ſucceſs. To give our readers the moſt 
convincing and authentic proofs of their ſerious 
and rapid incurſions, we ſhall here give the two 
Addreſſes publiſhed but a few days after the above 
ſurrender, by the Prince of Cobourg and Prince 
of Orange. 


PROCLAMATION 
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PROCLAMATION OF THE PRINCE OP COBOURG. 


Addreſſed to the German Nations. 


German Brethren and Friends, 


c Our brave armies are forced from thoſe fer- 
tile plains, where, for the preſervation of your 
property, the ſafety of your lives, the ſupport of 
your religion, the welfare of your children, the 
wealth of your flouriſhing provinces—in ſhort, to 
reſcue the whole from utter rum and annihila- 
tion, they have ſuſtained the moſt ſevere combats 


during three deſtructive Campaigns—Campaigns, 


in which, by their blood inceffantly flowing for 
three years, they upheld the glory of their arms 


by the generous ſacrifice of their lives, nay, of 


the whole of their natural powers. 


In this they have ſacrificed thoſe ſacred ties 
which bind diſtant nations to their reſpective 
homes and families, not leſs than yourſelves, and 


have voluntarily renounced every endearment of 


domeſtic felicity. The znexhauſtible means of a 
delirious nation, to whom life, the happineſs of 
man, religion, moral duties, and all the ties of 
civil ſociety, are become a mere ſport; its in- 

numerable 
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( 202 ) | 
numerable hordes, forced on by their tyrants to 
ſlaughter, and who purchaſe by oceans of blood, 
the delufive ſhadow of an imaginary liberty; 
the inactivity of a hood-winked people, inſenſi- 
ble to the approach of danger, and deaf to the 
paternal voice of its generous Prince; the infi- 
dious conduct of many of its ambitious Repre- 
ſentatives, men whom too late the nation has diſ- 


covered, and now abhors as the authors of its 


boundleſs miſery—all theſe cauſes have forced our 


armies to fall back. upon moor frontiers, 


| 


| 66 {It is prog hey find themſelves poſted at this 


day; ; weakened, but not vanquiſhed ; wearied in 


an unequal conteſt, but neither humiliated with 


ee nor bending under deſpair. 


ce It i is there they now form the advanced bul- 
wark of German liberty ; the bulwark of your 


religion, your laws, your families and children. 


. 
* 


4 The Meuſe is the line of ſeparation between 


total ruin and preſervation, deſtruction and Lreſcue, 
7" and 3 5 


45 Riſe, 1 my 11 . and 


eee vou alone will depend the poſſi- 


* 
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bility of your deliverers living or dying in your 
defence. 


I myſelf, a Prince of the German Empire, 


filled with anxiety, not leſs for the ſafety of my 


country, than for the preſervation of my warriors; 


[ call upon you to procure us the ſuſtenance, and 
_ forth the ſtores of your OI 


Reflect, that in affording this, however 
regretted ſuccour, you inſure for your own con- 
ſumption the approaching harveſt. -Divide with 
us the fruits of your economy ; employ the 
treaſures of the church to obtain them ; give up 
your holy utenſils and vaſes to the, Emperor, that 
with them he may pay your defenders. 


In return for them, you ſhall receive his 
obligatory receipts in due form, and regular in- 
tereſt thereon. Replace the reſources of Belgium, 
which are cut off from us, and now flow only for 
our enemies; watch, even for a little longer, with 
compaſſionate charity, our fick and wounded. | 


« Riſe, courageous inhabitants of the fertile 
diſtricts of the Rhine and Moſelle! To arms, 


ye brave men! Stand forth on the banks of your 
rivers, 


for you, as we have rows: combated for you; 
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rivers, and watch over the precipices of your de- 
files accompany our tranſports guard our ma- 
gazines! Riſe by thouſands, and join with us in 
battle for your altars, for your homes, for your 


OY VN for your liberty ! 


759 We will not lead you beyond the rivers of 
your cduntry; we will not depopulate your 
country; but you ſhall ſecure the ſtrong poſts 
behind us, and watch over the ſafety of your 
own confines. Sure, German Citizens, we are 
not deceived in your inclinations? We have 
placed full confidence in the German good ſenſe— | 
We rely on the hearts, on the undegenerated 


| blood of the German nation. 


« For three years has your Emperor borne the 
enormous burthen of the war alone, . and diſtant 
nations have bled in your defence ; and yourſelves 
muſt now be convinced, that the day of neceſſity 
is come when you alſo muſt take up arms. It is, 
then , that I, Commander of a faithful, valorous, 
and tried army, will promiſe to you, in the 
name of my troops, that we will obſerve the 
moſt rigorous diſcipline We will ſhed the laſt 
drop of our blood for your welfare; we will die 


and 
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and never ſhall happy Germany bend down its 
head under the blade of the Guillotine; never 
ſhall her peaceable inhabitants change their ge- 
nerous manners, their tranquil fimplicity, their 
property, protective laws, their anti-licentious 
conſolatory religion, for that all- calumniating 
ſpirit, that legally ſpoilative ſyſtem, that forced 
infidelity and atheiſm, impoſed by violence on the 
ſubjugated French. 


But ſhould you, on the contrary, Uke the 
infatuated inhabitants of Belgium, now groaning 
in the boſom of misſortune, deprived of liberty, 
property, and religion Should you alſo permit 
yourſelves to be ſeduced by ſecret traitors, we 
ſhall be compelled to re-croſs the Rhine, and give 
you up a prey to your enemies, and to carry off 
with us, without diſtinction or heſitation, every 
neceſſary of life which might furniſh” new re- 
ſources to the enemy. 


„ Given at our Head Quarters, Pourm-le- 
Comte, July zoth, 1794. 
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ae, High * Mighty Lids, 


: On the 15th of laft month, I laid been your 
High Mightineſſes my true ſentiments relative to 


the approach of the enemies of our frontiers. I 


proteſted then, from the bottom of my heart, that 
there was nothing I was not ready to facrifice for 


our defence. I thought the deliverance of the 


State very poſſible, if, redoubling our courage 


and firmneſs, and truſting to Divine Providence, 


we employed ſuch means as were in our power. 


* And, finally, I looked upon the neglect of 
ſuch means, as well as every unreaſonable pauſe, 
the proximate and immediate ſteps to the ruin of 


our country. Your High Mightineſſes, and the 


States of other Provinces, have already ſanctioned 


thoſe ſentiments, . . proteſting their equal zeal and 
animation for. the common cauſe. And I am well 
aſſured, that the States of the different Provinces 


will manifeſt the ſame readineſs, as ſoon as their 


conyocation will permit them to 2 any reſolu- 


tion on that ſubject. 


In the mean time, High and Mighty Lords, 


your High Mightineſſes and all the Colleges and 


Departments have not been inactive: much in- 
duſtry 


4 
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duſtry has been n in completing the different 
fortreſſes, filling the magazines, and preſſing for 

ward the arming of proper veſſels for the protec- 
tion of our rivers. However uſeful, however 
indiſpenfible were ſuch meaſures, it ſeems till to 
me, that there are ſtill two great objects which 


belong to a complete ſtate of defence—money and 
troops. The war, I admit, is expenfive—perhaps 
more ſo than any former war. But, at the ſame 


time, it differs in its nature from all other wars, 


fince we have to do with an enemy who employ 


means utterly unknown to us or to our anceſtors, 
and who count for nothing the loſs of their Colo- 
nies, Commerce, Agriculture, and, 1n ſhort, hu- 
man Happineſs—provided, that whilft forcing 
into action the whole reſources of their country, 
they can reduce other nations to the ſame direful 


predicament. Such an enemy cannot be oppoſed 
with ſcanty contributions. The force which muſt 


be oppoſed to them requires the greateſt efforts, 


and yet thoſe not too important, when we an- 
ticipate the dreadful conſequences of their ſuc- 


cels. 


«] cannot, therefore, too much recommend to 
your High Mightineſſes and the reſpective Pro- 
vinces, to employ all poſſible means to put the 


P 2 finances 
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*  Hnances in a ſtate ſufficient to provide for thoſe 
[ wants which the protection of the Republic indif- 
r requires. 1 

1 ce It appears to me, that this defence may be 
| confidered | to confift of two ſpecies the foreign 
1q and  puterior defence. The firſt relates to the army of 
1 the fate, which muſt act i in the field, and in the 
1 | firong holds beyond the Provinces; the other muſt 
| 1 act in concert with the army, in order to cover the 
4 Provinces themſelves, or to give an opportunity 


to the regular troops to be employed abroad. 2 


The Prince, after ſtating that, notwithſtanding 
the i imminent danger, it was found very difficult 
to recruit the army of the States-General within 
their own territories, on the old plan ; and it was 
propoſed to recruit for the Dutch army in all other 
countries, keeping recruiting officers in foreign 
countries: ; and the recruits ſent to Holland to be 


— — 
- — 


3 


| 

| ments of men a without dittinction. 
n 

| is 

| 


He continues to ftate the reaſon for «that pro- 
poſal of recruiting foreign ſoldiers—that by this 
k means there might be levied in the interior of 
| Holland, in every Province, armed inhabitants 
| | for 
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for the defence of their own, habitations ; which. Al 
meaſures he ſtates likewiſe to be of the utmoſt 1 
neceſſity. In relation to the laſt article, the Prince. | 
continues“ I. cannot ſufficiently expreſs my 
ſatisfaction at having repeatedly been informed, 
that there is a great number of Citizens, friends 
to their country, in the United Provinces, who. 
have manifeſted their ardent wiſhes in favour of 
ſuch a levy, who offered alſo voluntary contri- 
butions ; by ſuch means to defray the expences of 
ſuch a levy of troops, deſtined for the immediate 
protection of their perſons and property.“ 


Mz ELSE k 
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The Prince then propoſes, that although theſe 
levies ought to be left to the management of the 
Provinces themſelves, certain general rules ſhould 
nevertheleſs be laid down reſpecting them 
namely, that they ſhould be formed in corps, on 
the footing of the regular troops, with ſuch alter- 
ations only as their compoſition will render necef- 
ſary—That they ſhall be drilled and diſciphned 
by regular officers, and commanded by military 
officers who already had ſerved the ſtate—That 
they ſhall take the ſame oath with the other troops. 
of the country ; and that it ſhould be declared. 
and promiſed to, them, that they ſhall neyer be Y 
e againſt their will, either in the field or 

abroad; 
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abroad; and, as much as circumſtances will per- 
mit, they ſhall only be employed in the Province 
where they have been raiſed—That the term of 
their engagement ſhall be for only the remaining 
months of the preſent year; and, being in ſeveral 
reſpects entirely upon a different footing from the 
regular troops, that their pay ſhould exceed that 


of the latter. 


J once more lay theſe propofitions before 


your High Mightinefſes. There is no neceſſity of 


adding any further details. Your High Mighti- 
neſſes are ſufficiently acquainted with the urgency 
of the circumſtances, and will take upon this 


ſubject, according to your wiſdom, ſuch reſolu- 


tions as the intereſt and n. of the State requires 
of us all. 


Given at the Hague, Auguſt 4, 1794. 


(Signed) WILLIAM, PRINCE OF ORANGE.” 


The enemy, as if fatiated with ſucceſs, began 
now to lay upon their arms, and, except in a few 
places, remained in a ſtate of inactivity. Cad- 
fand fell into their poſſeſſion, and Sluys appeared 
to be the principal object of their attention, 

which 


£ aa 


which they had bombarded ever ſince the 29th 
ult. 


During this period, the moſt effectual mea- 
ſures were adopted, in order to put Breda, and 
the other frontier towns, in a ſtate of defence. 
The Combined troops were encamped in the plain 
of Oofterhout, and Prince Frederick of Orange 


had eſtabliſhed his head-quarters at Breda.— The 


Prince of Heſſe Darmſtadt had aflumed the com- 
mand of the fortreſs of Hulſt in Flanders, but 
the enemy had not as yet approached nearer to it 
than Sandberg, where ſome of their patroles had 
been ſeen. | 


All communication with the Weſtern part of 
Dutch Flanders was now entirely cut off. - In this 
part the French had advanced to Offendrecht, 
near Bergen-op-Zoom.— The Duke of York's 
head-quarters were at Niſpen. 


At Bois-le-duc, the preparations that were mak- 
ing for a vigorous defence, in caſe of a ſiege, were 
great and unremitting.—The fiege of Sluys was 
{till continued with redoubled ardour, but the 
brave Commandant, Vander Duin, and the Gar- 


riſon, perſiſted in the ſame. vigorous defence. 
| ; For 
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For near one month we do not find that any thing 
very material was done on the part of the French. 
As an advancement into Holland appeared to be 
their grand and principal object, the inveſtment 
of the above place engroſſed the whole of their at- 
tention. Notwithſtanding every exertion and intre- 
pidity on the fide of the Garrifon, it was com- 
Palleck to furrender on the 26th of Auguſt. 


The capitulation of this place was of great con- 
ſequence to the Republicans, and they appeared 
to he perfectly ſenfible of their advantage—for 
great rejoicings took place in their army employed 
in the reduction of it, at Ghent, and at all the 
towns adjacent, upon its fall being known. 


Upon this reduction, the French began to put 
their favourite plan into execution that of mak- 
ing inroads into Holland, and ſoon advanced on 
the frontier of Bois le-duc in five columns. 
According to moſt accounts, they eſtabliſhed a 
more lenient and humane ſyſtem of conduct than 
formerly, as they advanced; no doubt with the 
political purpoſe of making friends of thoſe whoſe 
country they were invading: In order to effect 
this, they frequently were under the neceflity of 
2 their our ſoldiers ;and* we ate told, 
that 
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that ſome volunteers, who preceded the main 
body, and made uſe of violence at Loemal, were 
inſtantly ſhot on the arrival of the army, in con- 
ſequence of the complaints of the Burghers. 


A ſtrong body of the French now appeared 
near Maeſtricht, and the vigorous efforts which 
they at this time made, plainly evinced a deter- 
mination, on their parts, to proceed with every 


poſſible diſpatch into the territories of the Dutch. 


During this period, ſucceſs ſeemed to attend 


their arms in almoſt every quarter—Queſnoy, 


which had been in their poſſeſſion for ſome time, 
was only the forerunner of the ſurrender of Valen- 
ciennes and Conde, both of which places capitu- 
lated at almoſt the ſame time, (17th Auguſt), to 
the aſtoniſhment and mortification of the Allies, 
who were firmly perſuaded, that. theſe Garriſons 
would have been able to ſuſtain a ſiege of many 
weeks, being well ſupplied with men, proviſions, 
and ammunition of all kinds.—The loſs of theſe 
two places ſerved to damp the ſpirit of the Con- 
federate forces, and raiſed thoſe of the Republi- 
cans to the higheſt pitch of enthuſiaſtic energy. 
The Allies alſo, at this time, experienced a loſs by 
no means inconſiderable - that of the Prince of 


Q Cobourg, 


| 
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Cobourg, who reſigned the command of the army 
to General Clairfait. The cauſe of his refignation 
was ſaid to be indiſpoſition ; but the occaſional 
aſſiſtance he has ſince given to his ſucceſſor, evi- 
dently ſhews that his bodily complaint, if any 
really exiſted, was not ſo great as to entirely pre- 
clude him from the ſcene of action. He has, 


however, fince that period, we believe, retired 
from all military purſuits, at leaſt for the preſent. 


The army under the command of his Royal 


Highneſs the Duke of Vork, at this time remained 
unmoleſted, about a league diſtant from Bois- le- 
duc. Frequent ſkirmiſhes took place between the 


out- poſts of his army and thoſe of the Republi- 


cans; but although a great deal of time was thus 
ſpent without effecting any thing deciſive, till 


the French were not inactive in operations of 


greater moment. Breda was cloſely inveſted by 
them, and Maeſtricht was expected to be attacked 


every day. In this ſituation of things, the Duke 


thought it adviſable to order a pontoon bridge to 
be laid over the Meuſe, at Grave, to be in readi- 
neſs for his army when they moved, as it was then 
in contemplation to take up a poſition near Nime- 


guen, on the left bank of the Waal. 


We 


Enz! 


We do not find any thing of conſiderable con- 
ſequence to have taken place until the 13th of 
September, at which time his Royal Highneſs 
the Duke of York received an account of the 
enemy's having made a movement towards Oofter- 
wych. It appeared, however, by the accounts of 
next day, that this corps had fallen back in the 


night. The fame accounts, confirmed by the 


reports of deſerters, mentioned, that a very con- 
fiderable detachment, amounting to 15,000 men, 
had been made towards Maeſtricht. 


On the following day, in the afternoon, a ſudden 
attack, in which it appeared that the enemy were in 
oreat force, was made on all the poſts of his Royal 
Highneſs on the right; and that of Boxtel, which was 
the more advanced, was forced with conſiderable 

loſs to the Heſſe Darmſtadt troops who occupied it. 


As the Duke's line of out-poſts upon the Dom- 
mel could not be maintained while the enemy 
were in poſſeſſion of Boxtel, it appeared neceſſary 
to regain it; at the ſame time, the degree of re- 
fiſtance which the enemy would make would ſerve 
to aſcertain, whether this attack was ſupported by 
their army, with a view to a general attack, or 


was merely an affair of out- poſts. 
a2. His 
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His Royal Highneſs, therefore, ordered Lieu- 
tenant-General Abercromby to march with the 
reſerve during the night, with directions to recon- 
noitre the poſt at day-light, and to a& as he 
ſhould judge beſt from what he could diſcover of 
the force of the enemy.—General Abercromby 
having advanced as directed, found the enemy 
in ſuch ſtrength, as left little room to doubt of the 


proximity of their army; and he accordingly re- 


tired, but in ſuch good order, as prevented the 


enemy from making any impreſſion, although they 


followed him for ſome diſtance. 


About this time, the Duke received private in- 
formation upon which he could rely, and which 
was confirmed by the obſervation of his patroles, 
and the reports of deſerters, that the enemy had 
been reinforced by the corps which had hitherto 
been acting in Weſt Flanders, as well as by a 
column of the army which had been employed 
before Valenciennes and Conde. The ſame in- 


formation aſſured his Highneſs, that the column 


which had been marching towards Maeſtricht, 
had ſuddenly returned to attack his army. 


From theſe accounts, and what was previouſly 
known of the ſtrength of the enemy, it appeared 


that 


„ 

that the actual force then advancing againſt the 
Duke, and whoſe object could only be an attack 
upon his army, could ſcarcely be leſs than 
80,000 men. The hazard of an action with ſuch 
a very great diſparity of numbers, could not but 
become a matter of the moſt ſerious conſideration; 
and, after the moſt mature deliberation, his Royal 
Highneſs did not think himſelf at liberty to riſk, 
in ſo unequal a conteſt, his Majeſty's troops, or 
thoſe of his Allies ſerving with them.“ I had 
the utmoſt reliance (ſaid the Duke, in his letter 
to Government, deſcribing his ſituation,) on their 
courage and diſcipline, and I had no doubt but 
that theſe would have enabled me to reſiſt the firſt 
efforts of the enemy; but it could ſcarcely be 
expected, that even by the utmoſt exertion of 
theſe qualities, they would be able to withſtand 
the reiterated attacks which the vaſt ſuperiority 
of the enemy would enable them to make, and 
which, we know from experience, is a general 
principle upon which they act.“ 


Actuated by theſe motives, his Royal Highneſs 
determined on retreating acroſs the Meuſe. The 
army accordingly marched at three o'clock, and 
without any loſs whatever took up a poſition 


which had been previouſly reconnoitred, about 
| three 
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three miles at the front of Graves, from which 
they croſſed the river on the 16th. | 


The loſs in the attack on the out-poſts had 
fallen chiefly upon the Heſſe Darmſtadt troops, with 
ſome of the foreign troops newly raiſed for his 
Majeſty's ſervice. —The loſs on the part of the 
N was very inconſiderable. | | 


Bo About this time, a ſerious action took place 
between the Engliſh army near the Dommel, and 
the French near the Mayoralty. The Engliſh 
fought with much bravery, but were obliged to 

| retire to Gertel. A ſevere conflict enſued the 

1 next morning, when the Engliſh, notwithſtand- 

4 ing wonderful acts of heroiſm, were driven to 

S8 chyndel. 


| 
| 
' 
f 
| 
| 


; [| It was now imagined, that Breda would not be 
= beſieged this ſeaſon, the forces of the enemy, 
| ſuppoſed to have been deſtined againſt that place, 
| having gone to Bois-le-duc, and the communica- 
tion between that town and Fluſhing was again 
j opened. 


| | | | 
| The chain of Dutch poſts between Breda and 
f Bois-le-duc were attacked ſome time before this 

ny | | by 


e 


rr eee Ou Lo —— — — ZT — 2 —— 


( 29 } 

by three battalions, ſome horſe, (which poſted 
themſelves at Loon-op-Zandt,) and 800 infantry, 
with two ſquadrons of horſe and eight pieces of 
cannon which took poſt at Dougen ; from which, 
Major Herſberg, who commanded, was obliged 
by ſuperiority of numbers to fall back to Beſoyen. 
The poſt of Sprang was briſkly attacked the next 
day, and obliged to retire to Waalwyk, where the 
enemy having followed them, the Dutch placed 
themſelves under cover of the battery of Capelle. 
In the night after, having pillaged theſe villages, 
the French retired to their former pofition, 


The diſcomfiture of the Allies near Maeftricht 
was one of the moſt ſerious during the Campaign. 
General Clairfait's army confifted of between 60 
and 70,000, and was poſted between Maeſtricht 
and Liege, his right being encamped in the 
neighbourhood of the former place, and his left 
occupying the ſtrong poſt of La Chartreuſe, in 
the vicinity of the latter. It was on the left wing 
that the French made their principal attack. The 
combat 1s ſaid to have been of the moſt obſtinate 
kind. It commenced on the 17th, and it was not 
till the 19th that the enemy ſucceeded in their 
efforts. On that day the Auſtrians were obliged 


to give way, with a loſs on their parts that was 


eſtimated 
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eſtimated at little leſs than , ooo men. They fell 
back to Aix-la-Chapelle, which of courſe changed 
the poſition of General Clairfait's army. 


The fituation of his Royal Highneſs the Duke 
of York was about ſeven miles from Grave, near 
Nimeguen, and the enemy had piquets along the 
Meuſe, a deep and rapid river. They made an 
attempt to croſs it, but were repulſed with ſome . 


loſs. 


At this period great diſſenſions prevailed in 
Rotterdam, Amſterdam, and in the neighbour- 
hood. The Stadtholder's friends endeavoured to 
ſupport his intereſt, but his opponents, whoſe 
numbers multiplied daily, avowed ſentiments fa- 
vourable to the new French ſyſtem. The plan 
of inundating the country, now thought neceſſary, 
was generally reprobated by the people, as a mea- 
ſure deſtructive of their lands and properties. 


The French now continued their operations 
with ſtill greater energy and effect than before.— 
Their attention was directed particularly to Ber- 
gen- op-Zoom, Breda, and Bois-le-duc—the laſt 
of which they were preparing to bombard. This 


place was garriſoned by 5,000 men, the Governor 
of 
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of which was Prince de Heſſe Phillipſtadt, and 
Mr. Douglas, a Scotchman, was the Commandant. 
From the ſtrength of this town, and the number of 
military it contained, although by no means ſuf- 
ficient, it was expected that it would be able to 
hold ont a ſiege for ſome confiderable time.— 
Maeſtricht was now almoſt completely ſurrounded. 


Employed as the Republicans were at this time 
in almoſt every quarter, it was natural to expect 
that ſome ſucceſs would ſoon attend their opera- 
tions; and we find the fort of Crevecœur ſoon 
fell into their hands. The poſſeſſion of this place 
was of great conſequence to the French, as they 
were thereby enabled to continue their proceed- 
ings againft Bois-le-duc with greater effect. 


In this alarming ftate of things, the States- 
General, on the zoth of September, after a long 
deliberation, confided the defence of Holland 
entirely to the Prince of Orange, who was em- 
powered to execute the grand inundation, which 
had not taken place ſince the year 1500. The 
Stadtholder viſited the diſtrict between the Waal 
and the Lek in perſon, and inſpected all the dykes 
and water-courſes from Nimeguen to Culenbourg. 
Orders were iſſued for cutting the dyke of Lek, 

R on 
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on the fide of Guelders, in ſeven different places, 
pointed out by his Highneſs himſelf, in order to 
form an inundation, in caſe the French ſhould 
unexpectedly advance further. This extended 
from Wageningin to Schoonhoven.—The Prince 
alſo ſurveyed the dyke of Lek along the Province 
of Utrecht. 


The attack upon Bois-le-duc was ſtill continued, 
and, during ſome time paſt, the cannonading was 
inceſſant in that neighbourhood. The Garriſon 
endeavoured to prevent the beſiegers from eſta- 
bliſhing batteries on the fide of Fort Orthem, of 
which they had made themſelves maſters, but 
without effect.— His Royal Highneſs the Duke of 
York was again compelled to iſſue a General Or- 
der, for the purpoſe of recalling his officers and 
ſoldiers to a ſenſe of their duty, as great com- 
plaints were made for the want of diſcipline in 
his army. 


On the 3d of October, General Clairfait, who 
by this time had gained the character of being the 
moſt unfortunate officer that ever led a ſquadron 
to the field, was again completely defeated. — 
Notwithſtanding this defeat, the excellent diſpo- 
ſitions made by him will add new luſtre to his 
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former glory. His centre was placed before 
Juliers, his right extended along the left bank of 
the Roer, on the ſide of Ruremonde, and his left 
was ſupported by Duren, having the Roer behind 
his whole line. 


Before his centre was the plain of Aldenhoven, 
bordered on every ſide by ſmall hills, and at the 
extremity of the plain was a very large paſſage, 
through which the enemy muſt penetrate before 
they could attack the grand body. On the hills 
were redoubts at equal diſtances, furniſhed with 
artillery, which took the enemy in flank, making 
a croſs fire. The French, on their fide, had 
planted cannon at-the extremity of the hills, on 
the fide of the paſſage, to fire upon ſuch of their 
own troops as might fall back, or might endea- 
vour to turn about towards the fire of the re- 
doubts. 


The French advanced with their uſual intre- 
pidity and audacity. They were mowed down by 
the artillery placed on the hills to the right and 
left, and the batteries raiſed in front of them. 
During the three hours that their attack laſted, 
they loſt a dreadful number of men—while the 


Auſtrian army remained firm, and experienced 
R2 ſcarcely 
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ſcarcely any loſs. It might have remained ſo, 
without the fear of being forced, and certain of 
ſeeing the enemy cover the plain with their dead, 

before they could make any impreffion on it; but 
General Clairfait was informed that his two other 
wings had not made the expected refiſtance, that 
they were forced, and that he was in danger of 
being turned and overpowered by the two corps 
that had routed them. He then made his retreat 
towards Cologne, in as good order as could be 
expected. 


General Clairfait had cauſed two redoubts to be 
conſtructed at the head of the bridge of Cologne, 
to protect the paſſage of the Rhine in caſe he 
ſhould be obliged to retreat. He confided the 
guard of 1t to the Emigrant Legion of Bourbon, 
ſaying to it, I know that I give you a poſt ex- 
tremely difficult to guard; but the neceſſity I am 
under, and the high opinion that I entertain of 
| - . your bravery, perſuade me that I cannot confide | 
it in better hands.” In effect, that legion main- 
tained its poſt during five hours, repelling all the 
= efforts of the enemy, who attempted to fall on 
4 its rear- guard, and did not retire until the whole 
army had paſſed the river. Venlo was now in the 


hands of the enemy. 
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Nothing now particularly happened until the 
ſurrender of Bois-le-duc, which took place on the 
gth. The Garriſon was allowed the honours of 
war, on condition that thoſe who compoſed it 
ſhould not ſerve againſt the French for the ſpace 
of a year. With reſpect to the Emigrants, who 
made a part of the Garriſon, the ſame conditions 
were refuſed to them—and the Commandant was 
reduced to the hard neceſſity of leaving them in 
the fortreſs. 


We were determined, at the time this work was 
firſt committed to the preſs, to cloſe our narra- 
tive with the ſurrender of this place; but two 
important circumſtances having ſince occurred, 
we cannot refrain from mentioning them, how- 
ever unpleaſant the taſk.—We allude to the ſur- 
render of Maeſtricht, which happened on the 4th 
of November, and the evacuation of Nimeguen, 
which took place ſoon after. 


We are ſorry to be compelled to finiſh our 
detail with the relation of ſuch inauſpicious cir- 
cumſtances; but we are perſuaded, were we in- 
clined to proceed, by ſtating our opinion upon 
what might probably follow the loſs of theſe 


places, we ſhould by no means be led into a ſcene 
| more 
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more pleaſing c or ſatisfactory than tlie one àt pre- 
ſent- before us. We ſhall, therefore, coßelude, 
by ſincerely wiſhing, that / thei clouds WRich at 
this: period appear to- darkeir the Politicalthemiſ- 

: Phere of Europe: may-ſoon-he diſpdled;-dind! that 
ere long we may be able to hail- the approach of 
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